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Prelude                        How Great Thou Art arr.  Dan Forrest    Casey Childers, piano 

 

Welcome and Announcements                                                             Rev. Gary Walling 
 

Call to Worship                                                                                        Wendy Wingrove 
 

 Leader: Welcome to a time of wonder 
 People: And music that calls us home 
 Leader: Welcome to hear God’s words that inspire and challenge 
 People: And to reminders that we are offered holy hospitality 
 Leader: Hospitality that teaches us how to open our lives to others 
 People: Leading us to fully live open minds, open hearts, open doors. 

 

Solo                             How Great Thou Art arr.  Stephen Paulus        Andrew Childers 
                                                                                                             Casey Childers, organ 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder  
consider all the worlds Thy hands have made. 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,  
Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee.   
How great Thou art, how great Thou art. 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee.   

How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
 

Sesquicentennial Psalm:                      Psalm 135                                Wendy Wingrove 
Praise the Lord! Praise the name of the Lord; give praise, O serv-
ants of the Lord, you that stand in the house of the Lord, in the 
courts of the house of our God.  Praise the Lord, for the Lord is 
good; sing to his name, for he is gracious.  For the Lord has cho-
sen Jacob for himself, Israel as his own possession.  For I know 
that the Lord is great; our Lord is above all gods.  Whatever the 
Lord pleases he does, in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all 
deeps.  He it is who makes the clouds rise at the end of the earth; 
he makes lightnings for the rain and brings out the wind from his 
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storehouses……….Your name, O Lord, endures forever, your re-
nown, O Lord, throughout all ages.  For the Lord will vindicate his 
people, and have compassion on his servants.  The idols of the 
nations are silver and gold, the work of human hands.  They have 
mouths, but they do not speak; they have eyes, but they do not 
see; they have ears, but they do not hear, and there is no breath 
in their mouths.  Those who make them and all who trust them 
shall become like them.  O house of Israel, bless the Lord! O 
house of Aaron, bless the Lord! O house of Levi, bless the Lord! 
You that fear the Lord, bless the Lord! Blessed be the Lord from 
Zion, he who resides in Jerusalem. Praise the Lord! 

 

Common Prayer                    Our Sesquicentennial Prayer               Wendy Wingrove 
 During our Sesquicentennial, Lord, shake the dust of 150 
 years from our church. Shake us hard. Consecrate us afresh – 
 body, soul and spirit – to Your purposes. Lord, awaken us to 
 the complacency of our old age. And set us free. Refresh in 
 us Your ways and Your love. Raise up a passionate new 
 generation in our church, Lord, to demonstrate for one 
 another and for our neighbors your eternal Grace. With awe, 
 wonder and love, we pray these things in the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

Children’s Moment                                                                             Jeannette Etheridge 
 

Pastoral Update                                                                                        Rev. Gary Walling 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Prayer Chorus                                      Make Us One                                               CP #82 
Make us one, Lord, make us one; 

Holy Spirit, make us one.  
Let your love flow so the world will know  

we are one in you. (repeat) 
 

Scripture                                               Luke 2:8-15                               Wendy Wingrove 
 

Sermon                                                                                                      Rev. Gary Walling 
At the Crossroads of Awe, WONDER and Love 

 

Hymn of Response                  Creator of Life’s Turning 
 ©2006 Susan Palo Cherwien, Augsburg Fortress 
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Sung to the tune: AURELIA (The Church’s One Foundation) 
 

Creator of life’s turning, horizon of our quest, 
Praise be for our unlearning, unknowing, and unrest, 

May wonder lead to waking, may sight our minds renew, 
That every course of seeking turn deeper into you. 

 

Remind us of the story in which our paths unfold; 
Reveal our hidden glory which, loving, you behold; 

Inspire this deeper vision through worship, word, and bread, 
And ground our great procession for all the paths ahead. 

 

So form in us your calling that, wakened, we become 
Your Spirit’s open dwelling, a just and questing home. 

Creator, to our learning the mind of Christ impart, 
That every step and turning, expand the thinking heart. 

 

Invitation to Offer Our Gifts                                                                   Wendy Wingrove 
 

Offertory                                                                                             Casey Childers, organ 
Intermezzo on AURELIA  arr. Robert Hobby 

 

Blessing of the Gifts                                                                                 Rev. Gary Walling 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Prayer of the Elder                                                                                        Kathy Sandifer 
 

Words of Institution                                                                                Rev. Gary Walling 
 

Music for Communion               Come to the Table Again                                   CP #13 
We’re all welcome.  We’re all invited. 

We’re all loved ones, as we come to the table again. (Chorus) 
 

Come on in to worship, Come on in and share God’s love, 
Come on in let’s get together in the place that unifies us. 

 

We’re all chosen.  We’re all God’s children. 
We’re all hopeful as we come to the table again.  (Chorus) 

 

We’re all grateful.  We’re back from where we’ve been. 
We’re all able to come back to the table again.  (Chorus) 
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The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                     Rev. Gary Walling 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Benediction                                                                                               Rev. Gary Walling 
 

Postlude                                                                                             Casey Childers, organ 
Rondeau by Jean Josef-Mouret  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call to Worship by Cynthia Langston Kirk, 
 https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/07/call-to-worship-prayer-radical.html 

 
 

All music in this service is streamed by permission 
through CCLI Streaming License #11144405 and One License Streaming License #A-72572 

5 

https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/07/call-to-worship-prayer-radical.html


 

Welcome! 
We are delighted that you have chosen to worship with us today in person or 
online and hope the worship we share will prepare you for the coming week!  We 
would be grateful if you would take a moment to provide contact information 
and/or feedback by email at seniorminister@fccwilson.org or calling the church 
office at 252-237-4125. 
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Tithes and Offerings are received with Thanks and Gratitude 
They may be left in the offering trays or may be sent to: 

First Christian Church of Wilson, PO Box 2702, Wilson, NC  27894 
Or to give online, go to: 

www.fccwilson.org/giving-options 
Text FCCWILSON to 73256 

FCC Consultation Process 
Today, 3:30pm, Fellowship Hall 

We ask that you join the congregation for a meeting today with our Consultant to 
look to the future of First Christian Church.  We have invited people of influence 
from our community to give us their ideas for what Wilson is doing and will be 
doing.  It is important for as many as possible to join us so that we can get your 
ideas and interests in what our church will move toward.  We will have ice cream 
for those of you who wish to take a break from the heat.  Join us for this im-
portant meeting!  3:30 pm will be the time, the Fellowship Hall will be the place.  

Prayer Concerns 
Peggy Almond, Keith Brenner, Shane and Tammy Brewer, Sally and Bill Brizzi, Sue 
Ferrell, Larry Gunn (Dawn Gunn’s husband), Dick Gurkin, Wimpy Jefferson, Henry 
and Sue Newcomb, Elaine Batts Percival, Issac Perry (Janice Whitehurst’s father), 
Janet Robbins, Anna Jane Ruffin, JC Steelman (Theresa Mathis’ father), Ron Taylor 
(former organist at FCC), Kathleen Ujlaki, AJ Walston, Sim Wooten (William 
Wooten’s brother) 

Condolences 
With heavy hearts, we announce the death of Bryce Percival of Little Switzerland, 
North Carolina, who passed away on September 1, 2021.  He is survived by his 
wife Elaine Batts Percival, and was a brother-in-law of Helen Batts  

http://www.fccwilson.org/giving-options


First Christian Church 
P.O. Box 2702 · Wilson, NC 27894 

207 Tarboro Street NE · Wilson, NC 27893 
Tel: 252-237-4125 

Website: www.fccwilson.org 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/FCCWilson 

Rev. Gary Walling  Senior Minister 
Casey Childers   Organist and Minister of Music 

Charles Cauley  Interim Office Administrator 
Connie Farris   Financial Secretary 
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Church Calendar 
Today, September 12 
11:00am Disciples Class (in the Parlor) 
11:11 Small Group Book Study 
  FCC Rocks available to be painted 
3:30pm FCC Consultation Process 
 
Monday, September 13 
5:45pm Facilities and Maintenance Team 
 
Tuesday, September 14 
5:30pm Encounter Rehearsal 
6:30pm Chancel Choir (Fellowship Hall) 
 
Wednesday, September 15 
2:00-6:00pm Red Cross Blood Drive (Fellowship Hall) 
 
Thursday, September 16 
5:45pm 150th Anniversary Task Force 
 
Sunday, September 19 
10:00am Worship: Live and Livestream (also recorded for later viewing) 
11:00am Disciples Class (in the Parlor) 
11:11 Small Group Book Study 
  FCC Rocks available to be painted 


