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Awaiting a New Day
MY Season of Faith
Our Evolving Worship: Next Steps
At its August Meeting, acting upon a recommendation from our IT Task Force, the members of the
Board voted to appropriate funds for the purchase of cameras and video equipment which will allow us to
“live-stream” our worship on Sunday morning as a bridge to resuming our in-person services. We are using
the expertise of the company which installed our sound system several years ago. The equipment has been
ordered and we anticipate that it will take at least a month to receive and install these items and to train people to operate the equipment. In addition to taking some time from our current recording/editing/
broadcasting process, streaming these services will allow us to begin to open up our services to live participants on a smaller, trial basis before opening the services to larger crowds. That is, rather than looking to a
time when we would “throw the switch” and have the entire congregation return to worship, we can use the
Fellowship Hall as a setting where it will be easier to distance and sanitize. People who have a lower risk to
the effects of the virus may be comfortable in returning earlier than our members and friends for whom exposure would pose greater potential harm. While our timeline will ultimately reflect the broader demonstration of the control of the virus, we are hoping that we can begin allowing worshippers to be a part of a live
service sometime in October.
All of the equipment we have ordered ultimately will be placed in the sanctuary and used there when
we resume holding services there. We are grateful to our IT Task Force members who are meeting regularly
to help guide the church into worship practices that are both high-quality and safe. Those members include
Kenneth Dildy, David Scott, Andrew Childers, and Trevor Dildy, along with officers Kathy Daughety and Theresa Mathis, and staff members, Charles Cauley, Casey Childers and Gary Walling.

In the Meantime, Can We Help You Watch our Recorded Services?
We are aware that some of our members and friends are having difficulty watching or do not have the
equipment necessary to view our recorded services. We have set up a station in the Parlor with a large
screen TV and a computer. Staff is available to take care of the technical issues. This will enable individuals or
a small distanced group to watch our services. If you would like to watch the service but have not been able
to do so, please call the church office and let us know.
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Wanderings . . .
Sunday morning, my day began like this:
Linda: I can’t offer you a choice between good and bad news. The only news is bad.
Me: OK, hit me with the bad news.
Linda: Greenlight is out.
Me: Well Linda, it is not going to kill you to go without a Hallmark movie today.
Linda: Fine, wise guy, but how are you going to do the Zoom wedding without the internet.
Me: [XX – language not appropriate for decent Christian people – XX]
Okay, the backstory. Meagan Crowley and Kristen have been friends since elementary
school, and our families have spent more than a few holidays together. A typical year was Easter
at the Crowleys, Memorial Day at the Nezamzedahs July 4th at the Wallings. We repeated the
schedule for Labor Day, and Thanksgiving and Christmas. Grace Loudenstein was usually there . .
. the Phelps if they were in town . . . other families depending on travel plans. The key with this
collection of families was the abundance of children roughly in the same age range. Anyway,
Linda and I have treasured Allen and Valerie as friends for 25 years.
So maybe 10 months ago, I get a phone call inquiring as to whether I would travel to Texas to preside over a wedding. March 29th. Yes, I would. And all was set until . . . well, you know.
The Covid-19 thing – it has been in all the papers. Meagan and David rescheduled . . . for August
30th, because really, how long can a pandemic last? (Answer: longer than 154 days.)
So, my plans were to be in the Dallas/Fort Worth area this past weekend. Until a couple
of weeks ago when I checked in to say that I was not liking the numbers I was seeing. They assured me that they understood and asked if I could help locate a minister in the D/FW metro area. I’ve been thinking, I said, what about a Zoom wedding. They bought it. I get to do it, distanced not 6 feet but like 6 states. And, after all, what could go wrong with an internet wedding? (Answer: well, now we know.)
Anyway, I finished getting dressed and went to the church. I worked with Greenlight to
resolve the outage – their technicians worked madly, and I strummed my fingers. At some point,
unbeknownst to my local internet provider, I gave up on them and set Plan B into motion. Plan B
was taking my laptop to a different municipality and tapping into their internet. I called Morgan
Daughety and inquired about using First Christian, Farmville’s internet. He agreed. (He agreed
though I suspect he spent the rest of the day bemoaning the quality of friends he has acquired to
this point in his life . . . who calls up someone on a lovely weekend morning to ask that you drop
all of your plans so you can do what he wants you to do?.)
I end up in the Farmville FCC sanctuary, on Wi-Fi to an Internet connection linked to a video company out of Texas. We – meaning “they” – spent an hour troubleshooting a series of
glitches while I strummed my fingers. The ceremony launched 32 minutes late. About 20 seconds into the processional, I realized that I could neither view nor hear the wedding venue. I
was without sight and hearing. I spent the next 25 minutes estimating: Repeat after me, “I David take you Meagan to be my wife” . . . 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 . . . to be my wife . . . Too long a pause?
Did I cut him off? Who knows? Anyway, I did what ministers are so adept at doing – I faked it. I
bluffed. I acted like I knew what I was doing.
And this morning when I awoke, David and Meagan were married. And Greenlight was
back on and Morgan was working on getting a higher class of friends. And like most days, I am in
my office, still acting like I know what I’m doing.
Blessings and Peace,
Gary
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FCC

MUSIC MINISTRY

Church family,
As we approach this fall I can assure you things are just as new to you as they are to me. I
personally don’t ‘do well’ with things out of routine. As much as I am one to go with the
flow, learning a new normal has taken its toll on me mentally. How do you ‘do choir’ with no
singing? What is worship without the voices praising the adoration of God at their fullest?
What if the organ isn’t used and what if the full spectrum of our Chancel Choir, Encounter,
Chalice Ringers and Kids Praise aren’t being utilized.
I am quickly reminded that Christ didn’t have a pipe organ in his back pocket - they didn’t
have so many of the resources that we have today yet Christ was LITERALLY in the midst of
them. They sang a hymn that night - most likely quietly, hushed - their faith life wasn’t determined by bells and whistles but by the strength and community of Jesus Christ himself.
It has caused me to not listen to recordings of large scale anthems in planning, but to go
back to hymns of our faith The bare hymn text in and of itself. These words have brought
comfort throughout this trying time. In fact, I would challenge you to see if you can recognize which hymns these profound words are from! I have specifically chosen these texts from
hymns that have play throughout my mind.
Game on:
1. “Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow”
a. O Come, Emmanuel
2. “Our present help amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing”
b. Praise My Soul, the King
3. “Bid envy strife and quarrels cease,
c. Come, Thou Fount
fill the whole world with heaven’s peace”
4. “Angels, teach us adoration, you who see God face to face.” d. A Mighty Fortress
5. “Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering
e. Great is Thy Faithfulness
heart to thee.”
How many could you name? I am reminded of stanza 4 of Chalice Hymnal #7, “When In
Our Music God Is Glorified” which says, “and did not Jesus sing a hymn that night when utmost evil strove against the Light? Then let us sing, for whom he won the fight: Alleluia!”
What hymn texts are getting you through this time? What worship songs are speaking to
your Spirit? May our voices be tuned for praise, to sing once again, together, when the time
is most perfect. Until then, we thank each and every person who has stepped forward to
share their gifts of praise during this time.

Soli deo Gloria, Casey
September Worship:
6 - Todd Brame
13 - Gabby McHarg & JonTyler Jobe
20 - Wanda Sutton & Sue Winstead
27 - Katie Brinson, Todd Brame,
Doug Boone,

Mobile Music Ministry:
Monday, September 21 | 11AM
Home of Jim Boswell
Outside, distanced. Bring hymnals if you have them
at home! ANYONE is welcome to join us!

3

Oh MY!
OUR and MY are mighty words, language heavyweights. After all, they determine what
belongs to whom. When ownership is at stake, the difference between the two is crucial …
and perilous. When we were kids, MY swung the powerful knockout punch … That's MY
room! Then later OUR showed up and real struggles began. In our lives (or at least in
mine), all of a sudden, there raged a toe-to-toe, free-for-all between owning alone and sharing
together. That's MY responsibility! That's OUR decision!

This year, thanks to an invisible viral protein molecule, OUR Season of Faith is switching
heavyweights from OUR to MY Season of Faith. You see, the virus has robbed us of those
very special shared experiences that have come to define OUR each season. No
coloring books. No crayons. No Wednesday night activities. No devotional booklets. No
Sunday School speakers. No group worship. No Planter. No farm-to-table meal.
In place of all those, MSOF will ask you to rest in the power of your favorite memories of First
Christian Church and in the strength of your hopes that a new day will soon begin again.
Those memories and those hopes should serve as strong foundations for making your
commitment to First Christian for 2021. Awaiting a New Day is the theme this year for you to
call your own. It speaks of the promise of hope and the decay of fear that an approaching
someday will bring. Celebrate it. Practice it. In ways that will bring its full meaning alive for
you, MSOF is all yours.
MSOF will launch during e-worship on Sunday, September 13, with a production that will get
you to smile at favorite remembrances and special friends. MY Season will last for just two
weeks (three Sundays) through September 27 so that we may conclude before World
Communion Sunday on October 4. Prior to opening week, watch your USPS mail for a
package of materials – letter and pledge card with return envelope and a memory card. Each
of the three Sundays will feature a video in which some of us will share our favorite FCC
moments. All of us will be asked to use the memory card to share our precious recollections
in writing for a print and electronic anthology. Each Sunday, we will recite our Core Values.
On Sunday, September 27, we will dedicate our commitments for great purpose during
worship.
This year, for the first time, you can offer your commitment electronically by using your church
Realm account. Of course, a stamp will work perfectly, too. If you choose Realm, follow the
easy step-by-step instructions you will receive.
First Christian remains shuttered, but your church family continues to serve as best it can. So
let's just keep on rolling – with the presence of the One who never leaves. For two weeks this
month, swing MY with all your might, make the most of MSOF and let your commitment show
that you are indeed Awaiting a New Day.
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Our Church Family

September 1
Beth Davis
Courtney Gay
September 2
Henry Newcomb
Janice Whitehurst
September 3
Lane Powell
September 4
Marion Griffin
Anna Smith
Madison Werline
September 5
Thomas Brown
Myra Powell
Allan Daniell
September 6
Gracie Flowers
Zeb Whitehurst V
September 10
Wimpy Jefferson
September 11
Ida Altayar
Dennis Daniels
Josh Near
Anne Sharpe
September 13
Bill Smith

September 15
Bobbie Griffin
September 17
Wanda Sutton
Jefferson Whitley
September 18
Taylor Sharp
September 20
Kristin Lamond
Cathy Mount
September 21
Mackenzie
Wetherington
September 22
Kullan Lamond
September 23
Catherine Cubberley
Dick Gurkin
Kimberly Raynor
September 25
Phyllis Leary
September 26
Gina Childress
Steve Kite
Sue Ray
September 27
Betty Jordan

Please notify the church office at (252) 237-4125 if someone’s
birthday needs to be added and/or if you have some news to share.

Prayer Concerns
Tony Ashburn (Yvette Jobe’s father), Martha Beland,
Christian Boyce-Inscoe, Earl Boykin, Cliff Brinson (Lennis
Brinson’s son), John Hall Daniels, Judi Glover, Paul Glover, Neil Gray, Bob Kendall, Nancy Lamm, Josh Near,
Henry Newcomb, Sandy Pittman, Bill Smith, Lou Taylor
(Yvette Jobe’s mother), Irving Vaughn (Ray Vaughn’s
father), Phil Winstead, Phil Winstead, Sim Wooten
(William Wooten’s brother),
We extend our prayers and sympathies
upon the deaths of
Dot Leach on Aug 7
We hold her daughter Julia Matthews and her family
in our prayers and affections.
Rector Godwin (Kathy Sandifer’s aunt) on Aug. 29
We offer our love and prayers to Kathy and her family.

The Family of Dorothy Pridgen Leach acknowledges
with grateful appreciation your kind expression of
sympathy
Dear Friends,
What great comfort and encouragement you have given
to us during our time of loss. Your compassion, generosity, and Christian love have touched our hearts, and we
are so thankful for your and for the kinship we share in
the Lord Jesus. The graveside message and music were
beautiful, and the meal delicious and strengthening.
Your prayers are a lifeline.
With love always in Him, Julie.
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Zoom Calendar
Soul Sessions
Tuesdays @ 6:30 pm
Access Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87446395391
Meeting ID: 874 4639 5391
Phone Access #: 1 -929-205-6099
For the next few weeks Soul Sessions will be taking up The Bible Project! The Bible Project produces short-form, fully animated videos series that makes the biblical story approachable, engaging, and transformative. Our sessions will be a great opportunity to go deeper into
God's word and discover both the richness and relevance of
this sacred text. Join us at any point in the series, all you need is an
open mind!
Sunday School
Small Group Book Study – We will meet this Sunday at 11 am. We invite all FCC members to
join us. Anyone needing help setting up Zoom on their computer or phone can contact Theresa by calling 252-205-2704.
Meeting ID: 820 2514 0425
Passcode: Revelation
We are continuing the topical study, Life Lessons from Revelation by Max Lucado. This study
will take us into November. Provided below is the information to order the book from Amazon. It is also available on Cokesbury.com and Christianbooks.com.
Elders Meeting
Elders will hold their meeting via Zoom on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at 6:30. The meeting ID
will be forwarded to Elders prior to the meeting.
150th Anniversary Task Force
The 150th Anniversary Task Force will meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 5:30 PM as they
prepare for our Sesquicentennial Celebration in 2021.
Choir Meeting
1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7:00PM
Littles Church
1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 6:30PM

Big Kids Church
2nd Sundays at 9:30AM

Mobile Music Ministry will meet on the 1st and 3rd Mondays at 11:00 AM
(Not meeting on Labor Day)

First Christian Church Blood Drive
in the Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, September 16, 2020
2:00 PM to 7:00 PM
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Treasurer’s Report – YTD July 31st, 2020
Tim Sharp / August 26, 2020

For the month ended July 31st, 2020, FCC had YTD total income of $229,125 and YTD total expenses of $193,607
resulting in a YTD surplus of $35,518*.
1/01/2020 – 7/31/2020 – YTD Operating Budget
Income

Actual
$229,125

Budget
$223,490

Variance
$ 5,635

Expenses

$193,607

$223,601

($ 29,994)

Actual YTD Surplus/(Deficit)

$35,518*

Month of July - Operating Budget
Income

Actual
$54,266

Budget
$31,927

Variance
$ 22,339

Expenses

$29,501

$31,943

($

Month of July Surplus/(Deficit)

2,442)

$ 24,765

*YTD income includes $11,592.35 from our Operating Reserve account ($1,656.05 per month) that was included to
balance the 2020 operating budget.

Green Chalice: CONSIDER THE LILIES
By Jack Clifford
Jesus says "Consider the lilies, how they grow". (Matthew 6:28 ).
I must admit that it has been a while since I have taken the time to
consider much of anything in nature, even with the slower pace
of life with the pandemic. Thus I was brought up short when I read
about NDD. Nature Deficit Disorder ( NDD ), a term introduced in
2005 by Richard Louv, although not recognized as a medical condition, is being supported by research such as that being pioneered
by the University of Michigan psychologists Rachel and Stephen Kaplan with their Attention Restoration Theory.Their argument is that time spent in nature has a direct effect on human attention and intelligence.
We have come to forget that our minds are shaped by the bodily experience of being in the
world - its spaces, textures, sounds, smells and habits - our minds and our hearts - as well as by
genetic traits we inherit and ideologies we absorb. We are literally "losing touch", becoming disembodied, more than in any historical period prior to ours.
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2020
GENERAL BOARD
First Christian Church – Wilson, NC
Board Officers:
Kathy Daughety, Chair
Theresa Mathis, Vice-Chair
Tim Sharp, Treasurer
Beth Williams, Secretary

2020

2021

2022

Trustees
Jennifer McHarg
William Wooten

JoAnn Bass
Jim Watson

Jeanette Etheridge*
Mary Louise Gray
Phyllis Leary
Christy Proctor

Gilda Cauley

Clayton Bardin*
Doug Boone

Elders
Wendy Wingrove
William Wooten

Bob Kendall
Kathy Sandifer

Elder Emeritus
James Boswell, Annette Glover, Dan Hensley,
Bud Ruffin, Anne Sharpe, Charlotte Wallace

Deacons
Andrew Childers*
Dennis Daniels
Jeff Flowers
Marion Griffin
Leslie Kendall
Kathy Werline

Katie Brinson
Ricky Brown
Wanda Brown
Glenn Etheridge
Norma Faye Etheridge
Wanda Sutton
Christy Webb
Davis Wooten
LuAnn Wooten

Beth Williams
Kim Goolsby
Bryan Jobe
Yvette Jobe
Steve Kite
Gabby McHarg
Jennifer McHarg
Kathleen Ujlaki

*Chairs and/or Co-Chairs

Team Leaders
Compassion and Service - Chair – Linda Walling, Christy Proctor
Facilities and Maintenance -Chair – Curtis Ray
Financial Affairs -Chair – Tish Scott
Hospitality -Chair – Leslie Kendall
Member Care -Chair – Bob Kendall
Christian Nurture and Growth - Chair – Melissa Whitley, Melissa Boyce- Inscoe
Spiritual Expression Team - Chair – Gilda Cauley
Green Chalice Chair – Jack Clifford
Christian Women’s Fellowship Chair – Barbara Brinson
Christian Men’s Fellowship Chair – Allan Daniell

8

