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Good Friday Community Service: The Seven Last Words of Jesus
This service has been recorded and will be available on the FCC YouTube and website this Friday, April
2nd at 2:00pm. The service features preachers and musicians from First Christian—Wilson, First Christian—
Farmville, First Baptist, St. Timothy’s Episcopal, First Presbyterian, West Nash UMC and Winstead UMC.

“He is Risen!” - Celebrate with Us on Easter
Sunday, March 28
As you arrive, help us “flower the cross” - bring fresh cut flowers from your
home and place them on the cross which will be displayed on the lawn.
Our 10:00 a.m. worship service will be bursting with hallelujahs as we celebrate the resurrection of Christ. The sanctuary will be filled with lilies and music and rejoicing as
we proclaim the Easter message: “He lives!” Come join us as we roll away the stone and celebrate the empty tomb.
Special Note: The Disciples Class will hold its first gathering this Sunday
following the Easter Service. They will meet in the church parlor.

FCC Easter Drive-Thru for Kids following the Easter Service
Sunday, April 4 @ 11:30 am – 12 noon, in the Church Parking Lot
Easter Activities galore—Egg and Candy Give-away, Crafts . . . even an Egg Toss. Pack up the kids after the last
“Alleluia” and drive them through the stations in the church parking lot. (More information on Page 5)

Amazing Sesquicentennial Begins this Month
April holds a marvelous milestone. As birthdays go, there won't be another like it for 50
years.
First Christian Church turns 150 years old on Tuesday, April 27. On that day in
1871, seventeen Founders signed their names on the original charter planting First
Christian in Wilson, not far from the Wilmington-to-Weldon railroad line.
Our landmark birthday this month will declare the beginning of 150 days packed
with extraordinary, once-in-a-lifetime activities to celebrate a life well lived. The five-month observance will
begin with a sacred testimony to the Founders that Tuesday evening streamed from the Archives Room on
the church YouTube channel at 7 p.m. (the same spot you find Sunday services). The celebration will come to
a magnificent conclusion during a weekend of music, remembrance, food, fellowship and worship on September 24-26. Members and friends far and wide will be called home to join dignitaries and special guests as we
cherish the past and cheer the future.
So, circle Tuesday, April 27, on your calendar, and be online at 7 p.m. to hear our story at its beginning
and to honor those who committed themselves with their signatures and their lives to get it started.
Stay alert. Watch for the Sesquicentennial logo in your postal and electronic mail. A flood of information is headed your way about events and activities. Miss celebrating this epic birthday, and you'll have to
wait until Monday, April 27, 2071, for another chance. Prepare to make memories and listen for the whispers
of the Founders.
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Wanderings . . .
There is a flow to our worship life . . . a mood, if you will. Not every worship experience is supposed to be the same as the one before or the one to come. And so, there are seasons for our worshipping.
There is a flow to our worship life, and this, of course, derives from the fact that there
is a flow to our lives and hence to our faith. While we may strive for some consistency, the
reality is that we find ourselves up or down at any given moment which means the particular
word that we most need may differ in any given moment: encouragement or caution . . . forgiveness or a calling to account . . . a plea for understanding or a push toward conviction.
There is a flow to our worship life, which is why I have found the lectionary so useful
over the years of my preaching. It covers the landscape. It takes me to the passages I might
not have gotten to on my own. And it has born out my belief that rather than vertical, truth is
always discovered in the tension of opposing attributes. Grace would seem to be everything,
yet it means nothing without taking judgment seriously. Guilt and Forgiveness are both true,
but each is revealed in its relationship with the other. Get too far to one side of the tension,
and the truth erodes.
There is a flow to our worship life. This notion presses on me especially during Holy
Week each year. It is easy to be in such a rush to get to Easter that we rush through the
week . . . we just drop the palms and run to the empty tomb . . . move straight from our hosannas to our alleluias. Of course, the opposite can be true. Some people are mesmerized by
the thirty-nine lashes and the nailed hands – it is all sacrifice and suffering. And, we have witnessed people whose faith is expressed in each of these extremes – a dreariness that pushes
people away or an enthusiasm that cannot relate to real life.
Take the week – the entirety of it – as the horrible and lovely gift that it is. Hear the
shouting crowds – plural remember – the crowd that shouted for him and the one later in the
week who called for his crucifixion. Consider whether you can hear your own voice in the
screams of either or both of the masses. Go to the upper room – chew and sip. Visit Gethsemane. Stand out in the cold and see if anyone accuses you of being one of his followers.
Get acquainted with Barabbas and make up your mind again about which man you prefer to
see set free. Do what ever helps you to experience the highs and the lows of these days. (I
will confess to having spent some Holy Saturday hours walking through cemeteries.)

There is a flow to our worship life.
Blessings and Peace,
Gary

2

Our Church Family

Please notify the church office at (252) 237-4125 if someone’s
birthday needs to be added and/or if you have some news to share.

Prayer Concerns

April 1
Mary Louise Gray
Ashley Quick
April 2
Turner Boyce-Inscoe
Melissa Denton
April 5
Theresa Mathis
Caroline Whitley
April 8
Peggy Almond
Sherry Brenner
April 10
Kathleen Ujlaki
April 11
Joyce Gay
John Glover, Jr.
April 13
Kathy Sandifer

April 14
David Elliott
Norma Faye Etheridge
April 15
Phillip Childers
April 17
Leslie Kendall
Barbara Lewis
April 19
Luke Webb
April 20
Anna Brinson
April 23
Pat Campbell
April 29
Alice Thomas
Brandon Near
April 30
Matthew Quick
Laurie W. Tyson

Please report any corrections or omissions to the
Church Office.

Peggy Almond, Gracie Brown, Jason Brown, Gena
Carter, John Hall Daniels, Melissa Ellis, Gilbert Ferrell,
Bill Farris, Betty Jordan, Myra Powell, Anna Jane Ruffin,
Melanie Smith (Charles Cauley’s niece), J C Steelman
(Theresa Mathis’ father), Lisa Tedder, Laurie Winstead
Tyson, Sim Wooten (William’s brother), Gene Williams

Thank You
FCC FAMILY,
Jason and I wanted to tell you guys how much we appreciate
everything you guys have done for our family. It means mor
to us that we can even put into words. We are so incredibly
grateful for all of y’all and I don’t think we could have made
it through without y’all’s help. It definitely would not have
been easy. We are so beyond blessed for our church family
and all the many things everyone has done for us.
Graci, Jason, and the Brown Family.
To the Members of FCC, I appreciate the many cards of condolence sent upon the death of my wife Sondra V. Ramsey
on 2-14-21.
Dr. Doug Ramsey
The family of Laurie Tyson would like to thank everyone for
all the prayers, telephone calls, texts, cards and concerns
during her illness. She is continuing therapy and improving
with each day and plans on going home soon. Thank you all
again for all your prayers as prayer does work and each prayer makes us stronger to live each day with whatever we are
faced in life. Love to all of you!

Dear Church Family,
Wow! What a beautiful surprise when I opened the Valentine bag and found so many things in it, not only food
for my sweet tooth, but also food for my heart and soul in the Lenten devotional book. Thank you so much.
I miss my Church Family and as an Elder serving at His table, singing in the choir under Casey’s directing and
teaching an adult Sunday School class, and working with Jack and the Young at Heart when he was leading it. And to
Gary and his sermons which feed and challenge me in my spiritual life to grow more.
I thank God that our paths have crossed for a brief moment in time and we worked and worshipped and loved
our Lord together. Thank you.
Blessings and Love,
Charlotte Wallace

Worship Leaders and Elders for April
Elder
Worship Leader

4th
Patsy Ferrell
David Scott

11th
Bob Kendall
LuAnn Wooten

18th
Carol Steffa
Bob Kendall

25th
Kathy Sandifer
Curtis Ray

Elder of the Month is Bob Kendall
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Sesquicentennial Readers come home in April
Sold on a Monday by Kristina McMorris
After visits to Gaza and Kurdistan, the Sesquicentennial Readers return to home soil in
April.
Sold on a Monday by Kristina McMorris is historical fiction powered by an actual 1948
newspaper photograph showing four children sitting on a Chicago stoop under a sign that
reads: “4 CHILDREN FOR SALE -- INQUIRE WITHIN.” McMorris transforms that haunting image
into a story generated by a similar sign that sits on a farmhouse porch in 1931 offering two
children for sale. During an era of breadlines, bank runs and broken dreams, the sign could have been written by any mother
down on her luck and facing impossible choices. For the struggling reporter who snapped the photo, the consequences are
more devastating than he ever imagined.
As for the 1948 photo, within two years, all four of the
children pictured, Lana, 6, Rae, 5, Milton, 4, and Sue Ellen, 2, as
well as a newborn, were sold off or given to other homes.
Link: https://zoom.us/join
Meeting Number: 884 5577 6484
Password: 0222779

Treasurer’s Report – YTD February 28th, 2021
Tim Sharp / March 17, 2021

For the month ended February 28th, 2021, FCC had YTD total income of $49,750 and YTD total expenses of
$56,555 resulting in a YTD deficit of $6,805*.
2/01/2021 – 2/28/2021 – YTD Operating Budget
Income

Actual
Budget
$49,750 $65,375
($15,625)

Expenses

$56,555 $65,375 ($ 8,820)

Actual YTD Surplus/(Deficit)

*

Variance

($ 6,805)

Month of February - Operating Budget
Income

Actual
Budget
$35,135 $32,688 $ 2,447

Expenses

$30,004 $32,688

Month of February Surplus/(Deficit)

Variance

($ 2,684)

$5,131

*YTD income includes $5,825.42 from our Operating Reserve account ($2,912.71 per month) that was included to
balance the 2021 operating budget.
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FCC Easter Drive-Thru for Kids
Sunday, April 4 @ 11:30 am – 12 noon
Load the kids up in the car and come on down! We will have a variety of fun Easter activities for your kids to enjoy without even getting out of the car. Kids will be
able to collect eggs, candy and even an Easter craft to do once your family is back
at home. Who is ready for an Egg Toss from out of the sunroof! Families can attend the Sunday Easter worship service, flower the cross and then drive thru the
church parking lot for some extra fun before heading home for Easter dinner. (Due to the pandemic, this activity will replace our typical Easter Egg Hunt.)

Green Chalice Article : "Altruism"
by Jack Clifford
American magnate Stephen Forbes, speaking of the rising oceans,
declared on Fox News, "to change what we do because something is
going to happen in one hundred years is, I would say, profoundly
weird." The head of the largest meat company in the United States is
even more cynical: "What matters is we sell our meat. What will
happen in 50 years is none of our business". This unbelievable egocentrism on the part of some of our business leaders, coupled with
the myth of unlimited growth which few in our society, led by politicians and economists, are willing to question, is a major factor causing the environmental crises of our
time. No previous generation has mortgaged our future to this extent. The debts accrued by this mindset will be repaid in the form of ecological disasters when we violate our planet's safe boundaries. The
only condition which has a chance of exposing this thinking as the lamentable folly it is will be a resurgence of the value of altruism in our nation and world. Altruism is unselfish regard for, or devotion to,
the welfare of others. And who better to ignite the fires of resurgence of altruism than those at the tip of
the spear? Those who follow the One who incarnated love, unselfish regard, and devotion to the welfare
of others? Why is so much of our time spent chasing lesser goals? For things truly to change we must
focus like a laser on the revival of altruism; dare to show that it can actually exist. We must teach it in
schools. We must assert unequivocally that strict personal self-interest will inevitably destroy our planet. We must take the fate of future generations seriously, and really grapple with the issue of the kind of
world we wish to bequeath to our grandchildren. We must never tire of saying to friends who are dozing in blissful denial or incapable of seeing past their noses that altruism is no longer a luxury: It is a
necessity.
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April 2021
Sun

4

Easter Sunday

Mon

5

10:00am Worship:
Live & Livestream

Tue

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

5:45pm 150th
Anniversary
Task Force
(Fellowship Hall)

2:00pm Good
Friday Community
Service (video on
Youtube and FCC
website)

9

10

16

17

23

24

6

7

8

11:00am
Staff Meeting

6:20pm Littles
Church—Ages
2-6 (Zoom)

6:30pm
Elders (Zoom)

2:00pm Study
Group in Parlor

11:00am Disciples Class
(in the Parlor)

Wed

6:30pm
Chalice Ringers

11

12

13

14

15

10:00am Worship:
Live & Livestream

10:00am
Mobile Music
Ministry at
Horace Stott’s
5:30pm Financial
Affairs Team
(Church Office)

11:00am
Staff Meeting

6:00pm Big Kids
(Fellowship Hall)

5:45pm 150th
Anniversary
Task Force
(Zoom)

18

19

20

21

22

10:00am Worship:
Live & Livestream

11:00am
Mobile Music
Ministry at
Alice Davis’s

11:00am Staff
Meeting

6:20pm Littles
Church—Ages
2-6 (Zoom)

Deadline for
May 2021 Bell
Articles

11:00am Small Group
Study (Zoom and
in person)
11:00am Disciples Class
(in the Parlor)

11:00am Small Group
Study (Zoom and
in person)
11:00am Disciples Class
(in the Parlor)

25

26

6:30pm
Chalice Ringers

6:30pm
Chalice Ringers

6:30pm
Elders (Zoom)

27

28

10:00am Worship:
Live & Livestream

11:00am Staff
Meeting

7:00pm The
Sesquicentennial
Readers (Zoom)

11:00am Small Group
Study (Zoom and
in person)
11:00am Disciples Class
(in the Parlor)

6:30pm
Chalice Ringers

29

30
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