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Advent at First Christian
The Advent season has begun—the sanctuary is adorned with Chrismons and greenery, and the star
above the Chancel declares the coming birth of God’s child. The Advent wreath has one candle burning with
more to light.
This Year’s Sermons are centered on Hope, normally the theme of the First Sunday of Advent, but
which will guide us throughout the season during these uncertain and challenging times.
Devotional Books are available in the Narthex and outside the Church Office—if you have not picked
up a copy yet, grab one today and catch up on your reading. “Low—An Honest Advent Devotional” by John
Pavovitz takes an unsanitized look at the Gospels, to view the God Narrative from the ground level instead of
from 30 thousand feet.
An Advent Study on the Birth Stories will be led by Bob Kendall and Gary Walling. This study will be
held on Dec 7,14,and 21, and our shared reflections will be a blessing to your Advent celebration.
The Advent Series will be on Wednesdays at noon. Again, Casey has put together a beautiful array of
music which will lift your hearts as Christmas draws near. Full information on our guest musicians is available
on page 5.
Opportunities to share your blessings in this season abound. On page 3, you will find complete information on the seasonal offerings we will take as well as sharing how you can assist before and on Christmas
Day in the preparation of our holiday meal for the community.
The words of the prophet reverberate among us as these days of Advent begin: Prepare the way of
the Lord. Let us do just that—making our plans and marking our calendars so that the central meaning of
these days will not have been missed when Christmas has come again.

Opportunities for Compassion and Service during the Christmas Season
Christmas Offering

Christmas Eve Offering

Sundays, December 12 and 19

December 25 at 5:00pm

Christmas Day Community Lunch—11:30am
Again this year, FCC will be hosting a meal for the community on Christmas day. This will be a hot meal that
is given to families to take home and eat. Volunteers are needed to provide food items and treats for the
day as well as serving the meals. See page 3 for more details on how you can help.

Meetings in December
Board Meeting

Congregational Meeting

Thursday, December 2, 6pm
Consideration of 2022 Budget
and Acting on the Report of the
Nominating Committee

Sunday, December 12, 2pm
Receiving the Report of the Consultation Committee
and Acting on the Budget and Slate of Officers
Proposed for 2022
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Wanderings . . .
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
I have always found Garrison Keillor’s observation amusing . . . how all the world was a bit of a
stretch seeing how it was a decree that was largely ignored in many places such as North America.
But we get Luke’s messaging. The baby was born into a world governed by power and might and
fear. The Emperor says, Jump, and the world jumps.
Of course, as Keillor observes, the Cherokees and there were Mayans and Mongols and Aboriginal Australians (or at least the predecessors of these peoples) who ignored Augustus though in
fairness, the Roman ruler seems not to have been mindful of the baby being born in Bethlehem.
Matthew tells us that King Herod caught wind of the birth, but that is his story, not Luke’s. And
whatever contemporary evidence there is, would suggest Luke may have it correct – pretty much no
one took notice of one more baby being born outside of a few shepherds and perhaps a townsperson or two.
That cannot be said anymore. This month, everyone knows what is happening. The stores
are decorated. Houses are trimmed with lights. Tree lots are popping up. UPS and FedEx drivers are
stopping at our houses every other day. Cookies are in the oven – at least in households who are not
on Keto diets. The Hallmark Channel is rolling out a dozen new holiday movies. Oh, we know what is
coming down.
Except . . . do we? My sense is that the powers that rule our world still do a pretty good job of
ignoring him. That is probably not a fair thing to say – it might be more accurate to suggest that all
of us have figured out how to ignore him most of the time. Oh, this month we will put out our nativity scene when we put up the greenery and lights. And we will get to church on Christmas Eve (unless
dinner plans conflict). But to really take him seriously. Well, maybe not so much.
And truth be told, I think I know why we tend to ignore him, or at least who he became. It is
because he never outgrew his beginnings. He started life with a handful of working-class shepherds,
and he never seem to make a better class of friends – in time, he traded the herdsmen in for some
fishermen (like they smell better?). No, I am sad to report that most of the people he spent time
with were the kinds of kids our mothers warned us about – you know, the boys and girls sneaking a
cigarette out behind the gym. Sinners, the Gospels called them, but our moms just called them
hoodlums. He could have tried to make friends with those nice Pharisee boys down the street who
made good grades and spoke well, but he didn’t.
And another thing – he was forever talking about helping poor people. I mean, we drop a few
bucks in the plate this time of year to help out, but most of those folks could help themselves if people weren’t doing so much for them. Get a job for goodness sakes. But Oh, Jesus could talk about
these folks all day long. If you could get him to stop talking about poor people, he would start in on
everyone who was sick or in jail. Blessed are the poor, indeed. Blessed are the Bulldogs . . . and the
Panthers and the Hornets and the Hurricanes.
Oh well, we know who is coming. His birth will not go unnoticed, though it might be tastefully
ignored. Because the truth is that that other guy who comes this time of year – the guy with all
those reindeer – may prove to be more fun to be with.
Blessings and Peace, Gary
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December Mission Opportunities
In this season of giving, FCC's Compassion and Service Team members are offering several opportunities for
our congregation to support ministry beyond our own walls.
The 2021 Christmas Offering invites us to "Imagine God's Love Revealed" as we support
the work of the Christian Church in NC. Through our region, along with 30 other regions
across the United States and Canada, congregations are given the opportunity to discover
the Christ-Child among us through serving and worshiping together in CMF and CWF gatherings and regional assemblies; nurturing our children and youth in camps and conferences; mentoring and ordaining new ministers; and more. FCC is especially connected to
the NC Region by hosting its office suite in our Education Building. In addition, we regularly
host the Regional Assembly. Our Senior Minister currently is serving as the Chair of the Regional Assembly
Committee, which is planning the April 2022 assembly that will be held in Charlotte. You are invited to support our Disciples work and witness as we receive this special offering on December 12 and 19 .
Goodie bags for the Christmas Day Dinner will be prepared for each dinner guest. The set-up to
assemble the bags will be Monday, Dec. 13th, at 5:30 pm and the bags will be assembled on
Tuesday, Dec. 14th, at 5:30 pm. Check the Christmas Dinner list for items that are being collected for the bags.
The Christmas Eve Offering will remind us that Jesus was born in a stable, homeless at birth,
and as a young child became a refugee as his family fled to Egypt to escape Kind Herod's cruelty. This offering will be received to support our congregation's response to the needs of Afghan refugees.

The Annual Christmas Day Dinner for the Wilson community will be held on
Christmas Day, Dec. 25, 11:30 am - 1:00 pm. We celebrate this opportunity to
work with First Methodist Church and St. Timothy's Episcopal Church to serve a
warm meal and gifts to those in need of food or fellowship on Christmas Day.
As ever, we need your help! Volunteers are needed for:
Gift bag set-up: Monday, Dec. 13th at 5:30 pm
Gift bag filling (can be seated): Tuesday, Dec. 14th at 5:30 pm
Luncheon Set-up: Dec. 25th at 10:30 -11:30 am
Preparing Plates (must be vaccinated for COVID-19; can arrange for this to be seated): Dec. 25th at 11:00 am
Food runners (must be vaccinated for COVID-19; will be on your feet): Dec. 25th at 11:00 am
Food servers (must be vaccinated for COVID-19; will be on your feet): Dec. 25th at 11:00 am
Guest Line Greeters (will be on your feet): Dec. 25th at 9:00 am; second shift at 11:00 am
Hot coco servers in the line (must be vaccinated for COVID-19; will be on your feet): Dec. 25th at 10:30 am
Please reach out to Gabby McHarg if you are interested in volunteering- gabriellegracem@gmail.com or 252292-7699
In addition, visit the FCC Grocery Store in the narthex before or after worship each Sunday in Advent to select items to donate for the meal where a member of the Compassion and Service Team will be pleased to
help you make your list and check it twice! If you are unable to attend worship, but would still like to donate
items or funds for the luncheon, please contact Gabby McHarg.
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Sunday Small Group
New Advent Study @ 11:11 am, Fellowship Hall
Join us for a new Advent Bible study with the book, The Heart that Grew Three Sizes. It's
an holiday study exploring Dr. Seuss's How the Grinch Stole Christmas. We don’t know why
the Grinch hated Christmas. We just know he did. In this new Advent study, Matt Rawle
explores the faith themes in the Christmas classic, including how did the Grinch’s heart
grow three sizes come Christmas morning? How did Christmas save the Grinch? Could it
be that the very thing we think we hate is the one thing that changes our lives? This Advent and Christmas season, look at a familiar classic through the lens of faith and see how
Christ speaks to us through our culture.

Movie Night Kick Off – To have a study about Dr. Seuss’s Grinch, we must begin with a movie night! On Friday, Dec. 3 at 7 pm, we will gather in the fellowship hall for an evening of popcorn to watch the movie together. The Dr. Seuss version is only about 30 mins long. Immediately after the movie, we will then dive into
Chapter 1 of the book. This will be a combination of holiday fun and discussion. In the spirit of the Grinch’s
infamous line "but what will I wear!?"? Prizes will be awarded for the best holiday inspired outfits. Are you
more like the Grinch, a citizen from Who-ville or Max the dog?
Gathering Again – We understand gathering in person is still a concern for many. That is why we have chosen to gather in the Fellowship hall where we can spread out and mask up! We welcome everyone, whether
you’ve never joined our morning group, are looking for something Christmas inspired or it’s been a while
since you attended, we open are arms to embrace you during this Christmas season. And to let you in on a
little secret, even if you have not read the book - come anyway! We enjoy each other's company, have open
discussions and lift each other's spirits. None of that is based on reading a book and we promise - no pop
quizzes!
The book can be purchased on Amazon, Christianbooks.com, Cokesbury.com

Treasurer’s Report – YTD October 31st, 2021
Tim Sharp / November 16, 2021

For the month ended September 30th, 2021, FCC had YTD total income of $288,924 and YTD total expenses of $298,075, resulting
in a YTD deficit of $9,151*.
1/01/2021 – 10/31/2021 – YTD Operating Budget
Income

Actual
$288,924

Budget
$326,877

Variance
($37,953)

Expenses

$298,075

$326,877

($28,802)

Actual YTD Surplus/(Deficit)*

($9,151)

Month of October - Operating Budget
Income

Actual
$34,046

Budget
$32,688

Variance
$ 1,358

Expenses

$28,551

$32,688

($ 4,137)

Month of October Surplus/(Deficit)

$5,495

*YTD income includes $29,127.10 borrowed from our Operating Reserve account ($2,912.71 per month) that was included to balance the 2021 operating budget.
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F I R S T C H R I S T I A N M U S I C M I N I S T RY

Join us for the 12th Annual Advent Series! The Wilson community looks
forward to these every year and I hope to see many of you there as well!
Wednesday, December 1 | 12PM | Dr. Filippa Duke, organist
Wednesday, December 8 | 12PM | Ralph T. Fike Vocal Ensemble under the direction of Matthew Joyner
Wednesday, December 15 | 12PM | Timothy Price and Casey Childers, 4 hands piano and piano & organ

MOBILE MUSIC

WORSHIP MUSIC

Mobile Music Ministry in December
Monday, December 6 at 10AM
Parkwood Village
All are welcome to join us as we bring Christmas
cheer to the members of Parkwood Village! We
will meet in the activity room and share carols for
all to sing . I will also be sharing a handful of selections on the piano for all of the residents to enjoy!

We continue to be grateful for our incredible congregation members who willing share their talent
in ways that others receive nourishment and
peace. Thank you! We thank in advance these
members who are sharing in the coming weeks.
Sunday, December 5 | Todd Brame, soloist
Sunday, December 12 | Wanda Sutton, soloist
Sunday, December 19 | Gilda Cauley, soloist
Friday, December 24 | Christmas Eve
If you know of someone who would benefit and
Music by soloists including Melissa Boyce-Inscoe,
welcome a visit, or if you yourself would like a vis- Gabby McHarg, Kenneth Dildy, Matthew Joyner
it, PLEASE contact Casey so that arrangements can Sunday, December 26 | Emma Beneck, soloist
be made!

ALL CHURCH
CHRISTMAS CAROLING
Join us on Sunday, December 19th at 3:30PM in the large church parking lot off of
Vance street! This is for ALL members of the congregation (AND friends!) We will
have a list & order of addresses for everyone to follow! This will be for homebound members with whom we will share songs of the Christmas spirit! You can
drive your own vehicle or caravan with others!
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A Novel Idea takes a December vacation
Out of respect for a busy December, A Novel Idea is taking a breather and will gather again on Tuesday, January 25. The first selection for 2022 is The Guernsay Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann
Shaffer and Annie Barrows.
It’s January 1946. London is emerging from the shadow of the Second World War, and writer Juliet Ashton is
searching for her next book subject. She finds it in a letter from a man whe’s never met, a native of the island
of Guernsey, who has come across her name written inside a book by Charles Lamb. As they exchange letters,
Juliet is drawn into the wonderfully eccentric world of her new pen pal and his friends and The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society.
Resolve to join A Novel Idea in 2022. Happy Holidays!

Christian Women’s Fellowship Asks for Your Support
Back in 1952, as I began my life and love for First Christian Church, I was invited to join a Women’s Circle
which I did, and my work and fellowship with other women has been one of the great blessings of my life. I
have missed being a part of these monthly gatherings while we have not met during the Covid pandemic.
One of the losses during these months when we have not been able to meet is the fact that no general offerings have been received. In addition, over the years, members of the Christian Women’s Fellowship have
run our Bake Sales, conducted our Lenten breakfasts, and bought and sold our commemorative church
plates and Christmas ornaments. These have been our projects that have made it possible for us to help
Hope Station, the Pastor's Fund, the Soup Kitchen, CHEW, Disciples Mission Fund, Westview House, Latham
House, Camp Caroline and other mission projects.
I am asking the women of the church for your help, so we can continue these good works. To make a donation to CWF, you can mail a check or come to my house – my address is 1000 Woodland Drive, 27893, at the
corner of Woodland and Evergreen. (My side door into our den is on Evergreen, at the mail box). Call me
when you arrive (243-4624), and I will open the door. I look forward to seeing or hearing from you, and CWF
thanks you.
Anne Sharpe, CWF Treasurer

Welcome New Member
We welcome Melissa Denton by transfer as a member of First Christian Church.
Melissa has been participating regularly for quite some time, with many thinking she
was already a member.
Melissa graduated Mount Olive College where she was a four-year collegiate athlete.
She began her career as a sports editor. Her passion for working with youth and the
families in the community grew, and in 2006 she shifted her career path to the educational sector as a lateral entry English teacher. Melissa has taught students in grades
9-12 on all academic levels and was the head coach of the junior varsity softball team and assistant coach for
the varsity team. Melissa’s passion for leadership and education are evident as she works part-time as a
teacher with NRMPS’s Evening Academy providing educational and behavioral interventions for students,
and in her spare time, she serves as the First Vice President of the Beta Theta chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma, a professional honor society of key women educators worldwide. She will complete her Principal Residency at both Nashville Elementary School and Williford Elementary School during the 2021-2022 school
year.
Melissa lives at 3513 South Meade Ln., Wilson, NC 27896. Her phone number is 252-916-4941 and her email
is meldenton@hotmail.com. Welcome, Melissa!
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December 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

12:00pm

6:00pm
Board Meeting

7:00pm
Movie Night:
Dr Seuss’s Grinch

10

11

The Advent Series

6:00-6:45pm
Kids Praise

6:00pm
Pastor’s Class

7:00pm
Chancel Choir

5

6

7

8

9

10:00am
Worship: Live &
Livestream
11:00am
Disciples Class (Parlor)
11:11am
Small Group
(Fellowship Hall)

10:00am
Mobile Music
Parkwood Village

11:00am
Staff Meeting

12:00pm
The Advent Series
7:00pm
Chancel Choir

6:30pm
Elder’s
Meeting

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

10:00am
Worship: Live &
Livestream
11:00am
Disciples Class (Parlor)
11:11am
Small Group
(Fellowship Hall)
2:00pm
Congregational Meeting

5:30pm
Gift bag setup

11:00am
Staff Meeting
5:30pm
Gift bag filling
5:30pm
Encounter
6:00pm
Disciples Class
Christmas Party
6:30pm
Advent Study

11:30am
Young At Heart
(at Something
Different)
12:00pm
The Advent Series
6:00-6:45pm
Birthday Party forJesus

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10:00am
Worship: Live &
Livestream
11:00am
Disciples Class (Parlor)
11:11am
Small Group
(Fellowship Hall)
3:30pm
Christmas Caroling

5:30pm
Financial Affairs
Team

11:00am
Staff Meeting
6:30pm
Advent Study

26

27
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

28
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

10:00am
Worship: Live &
Livestream
11:00am
Disciples Class (Parlor)

12:00pm
CWF (Parlor) for
lunch
5:30pm
Encounter
6:30pm
Advent Study

5:00pm
Family Christmas
Service

29

30

11:30am1:00pm
Community
Christmas Lunch

31
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Our Church Family

Please notify the church office at (252) 237-4125 if someone’s
birthday needs to be added and/or if you have some news to share.

Prayer Concerns

December 2
Mary Lindsay Mount
December 3
Jobi Cook
December 7
Madison Cauley
December 8
Liza Sharpe
December 9
Dalen Bottoms
Jay Burnette
December 11
Tish Scott
December 12
Jordan Childress
December 15
Marshall Quick

December 16
Tuffy Barnes
December 18
Brittany W. Fulghum
Sara Etheridge
December 23
Dawson McHarg
George Mount
December 24
Natalie Sutton
December 25
Jeannette Etheridge
December 26
Barry Lamm
December 28
Will Watson

Paul Brenner, Justin Fulghum, Larry Gunn (Dawn Gunn’s
husband), Wimpy Jefferson, Janet Robbins, Anna Jane
Ruffin, JC Steelman (Theresa Mathis’ father), Horace
Stott, Ron Taylor (former organist at FCC), Kathleen Ujlaki,
Ann Watson, AJ Walston, Mac Wetherington, Sim
Wooten (William Wooten’s brother)

In Memory
Peggy Almond, Gracie & Griffin Brown’s grandfather, Phil
Deans—J R Gordon’s brother-in-law, Witold Tulodziecki’s
mother, Marion Griffin’s brother-in-law, Stanley Roberson, Jr.—cousin of Gilda Cauley and Cecilia Avery

Young At Heart

Please report any corrections or omissions to the
Church Office.

We welcome anyone to come fellowship, have fun and
have delicious food at Something Different. An uplifting
program is always presented. We meet on the third
Wednesday of the month at 11:30am. Come join us!

Thank You
Elder’s News
We are ending our year as Elders serving and praying for you. We will meet Dec. 9. Please feel free to
let us know of any concerns. May you be blessed in
this Advent Season.

Dale Almond and family express sincere appreciation to
everyone who participated in and attended the funeral
service for Peggy on Sat. Nov. 13th. It was Peggy's wish
that her service be held at First Christian Church, Wilson. Her home church.
Thanks to all. God Bless.

Worship Leaders and Elders for December
Elder
Worship Leader

5th
Wanda Sutton
Todd Brame

12th
Wendy Wingrove
Allan Daniell

19th
William Wooten
Melissa Denton

26th
Pat Campbell
Jeannette Etheridge

Elder on Call for the Month of December is Gilda Cauley
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