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Ministerial Search Update
I'm sure everyone is anxious to hear where we are in the search process. Unfortunately, there has not been much progress over the last month. Casey and
I have reviewed the information from 10 candidates. We identified 2 candidates that seemed to be a good fit for us based on background and experience,
however we are not what they are looking for in a new church home. Whether
it be size of congregation, size of our staff or size of our community, we aren't
what they are looking for. I requested more candidates in April but Bishop Melvin is on sabbatical and she handles the submission of candidates. Ultimately,
we're on hold. Thank goodness we have Jamie! Please do not get discouraged
about the progress. We want to make sure we find the one God has planned
for us.
Christy Proctor, Chair of the Search Committee

Vision Sunday, June 26
The Vision Teams will share their activities and
plans as we all move forward. This will be the focus of our worship that day.
See Page 5 for additional details.

Small Group at 11:11am Sunday’s in
the Wenger Room
Jump in and join the conversation in June! We will
continue our conversations and of “ACT”ing like a
church as we examine the early days of the
church and how the lessons they learned can help
us today.
June 5 – Act with Perseverance, Acts 15-20
June 12 – Act with Courage, Acts 20-23
(skip VBS Sunday)
June 26 – Act as a Witness, Acts 24-28

Wilson Pride Festival, June 4
FCC will host a Welcome booth to share with the
community that we are an open and welcoming
church. We need a handful of volunteers.
See Page 7 for more details.

Vacation Bible School—Monumental Faith
Tuesday, June 14 thru Friday, June 17—6:00pm—8:00 pm
Sunday, June 19—VBS Celebration, 10:00am
We are still in need of volunteers! Please contact Theresa,
Casey or sign up on line. There will be a Volunteer
Meeting on Wednesday, June 8, at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Go to Page 5 For more information.
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A Word from your Pastor
Now entering my third week here, I’m slowly beginning to figure out what I’m doing, and praying that your
patience will hold out! I’ve already made one mistake (I
forgot to tell you to pick up the yard signs for Pentecost
on May 22!) and am setting up a file to record my future
ones, which I am sure will be many. But patience is a good
trait, and we talked about it some at the recent Young at
Heart lunch, so I have high expectations that you will consider any mistakes I make in the near future just one more
opportunity to practice that virtue.
Pentecost will soon be upon us, and it’s my prayer that
many of you will be in town to celebrate the birth of the
church universal that day. I’m asking you to wear something noticeably RED, the liturgical color for the day. An
interesting (to me) side note is that we ministers have red
stoles we use only one day each year, Pentecost, unless
we are attending an ordination, in which case we get to dig out the red stole again and wear it. You’ll
find me robed and red on Pentecost, so someone please remember to turn on the A/C a few hours
ahead of worship time!!
There is a lot going on here. I’m especially intrigued by the vision teams and what they are trying to
do. I hope at some point in September we’ll all sit down over a big meal together and discuss the implications of doing this work as opposed to NOT doing it. From what I can tell, the vision teams are
putting together plans that the whole church needs embrace and actually do. Christianity is not as
much about beliefs as it is about doing (as illustrated by my favorite parable, the Sheep and the
Goats). Doing nothing is just saying, “Lord, Lord,” and Jesus was pretty clear about the dangers of
taking that route.
A few years ago, a friend of mine was talking with a church researcher from the Alban Institute, Rev.
Loren Mead. Mead said to him that the church has three tasks to perform, and all are important and
necessary to stay alive: love God (worship and personal prayer); love each other (looking after our
own within these walls); and loving the world (service and mission outside these walls). We cannot
neglect any of these and call ourselves “Christian.”
Saint Teresa of Avila said that we are the body of Christ: his hands, his feet, his voice. Un-saint Jamie
says unless we do the things that Jesus would do, unless Christ is our first and basic foundation, then
the Church, and Christianity, will be nothing but one more fairy tale that no one really believes.
How about it? Let’s be the church!!!
jamie
2

Typically our Music Ministry takes a rest in the summer months, but that isn’t the case this June! Members
of our chancel choir will be rehearsing for an upcoming Hymn Festival in June! This Festival is being put on by
the Wilson Church Musicians’ Guild, for which I serve as Treasurer. This great group of musicians is a collaborative and supportive group of community. Over 7 church area church choirs will be a part of this exciting
afternoon of music which will close in a ’free for all’ hymn sing! Congregation members are encouraged to
attend!
Soli deo Gloria, Casey
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The Elder's Column

Fascinating
In this visioning journey on which we've set sail, I volunteered to serve on
the committee that writes a state-of-the-church narrative. Producing the narrative was one of the five recommendations in the Report on Congregational
Health that a consultation generated last summer.
So when the five committees gather regularly around five tables in the Fellowship Hall to talk and plan, I sit at my table alone with enough pens and paper
and markers for a whole team. Theresa Mathis moves among the tables, guiding
and encouraging. Keeping tabs. When she gets to mine, she asks the same
question she's posed to all the others, “Well, Bob, how's the conversation going
here?” We laugh.
“Fascinating,” I say. I guess I'm the only one who enjoys researching the
past to write about the present. Chasing after the future must suit everyone else
far better.
You can read the report when I'm done. It's six single-spaced pages so
far. And growing. I'm sure it will be fascinating. So here are a few early fascinating observations. Back in 2005, there was another consultation. Maybe you
remember. Average church attendance was 212 back then, and Sunday School
was at 90 percent capacity for all ages. And yet, we lamented our present.
“Where are the old days when we were better?” The church in decline needed
help, a new direction.
The consultation talked about repairing the organ, building ramps, fixing
lights, shortening pews, widening spaces, adding signs, changing here and there,
inventing this and that. Since it seems I'm stuck on the word fascinating, I find it
fascinating that 17 years later, in 2022, with daily church attendance far below
100 and Sunday School on life support, the laments of our latest consultation are
essential the same as before. And again we are changing and inventing.
Father Richard Rohr, founder of the Center for Action and Contemplation,
wrote in a recent daily meditation about German scholar Heinrich Zimmer (1890–
1943), who studied sacred images and their relationship to spirituality. Zimmer
concluded, “The best things can’t be told: the second-best are misunderstood.”
So we settle for easy talk about the “third-best things” – things like lamenting attendance and counting money and fixing things and changing here and there.
It's a conversation that generates a reassuring sense of our own authority and a
“sense of certitude, order and control.” We ask third-best questions that require
only third-best answers. Action questions. Action answers.
Those questions are necessary for forecasting and rebuilding structures
and programs. But if they're all we ask, then our inquiries reveal a very common
degree of spiritual poverty, Father Rohr says. There are also richer questions to
ask. And richer answers to contemplate. Admission of that poverty, Father Rohr
writes, “should keep us humble, curious, and searching for God. I offer that as
hard-won wisdom.”
So, maybe while Jamie's here, he can help redirect someone like me, who
spends hours and days fascinated about answering third-best questions, to admit
his spiritual poverty. Maybe he can point the way to second-best things that
point to first-best things. Maybe he can clear up misunderstandings. Maybe he
can lead a new, richer and deeper, spiritual consultation. Maybe we'll learn both
to work and to wonder. Maybe someone else will join my table.
Watch for my report soon.
Bob Kendall
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Vision Sunday, June 26
Based on the work of the Vision Teams who have continued to meet for several
months now, we will begin to learn about their work on Sunday, June 26, during
worship in the Sanctuary.
The Vision Teams are a direct result of moving forward from the time of consultation a year or so ago. Their purpose is to discover new ways of being the church as
we move into the SECOND 150 years of ministry. It's important that First Christian Church in Wilson is not
just a building and a group with a long existence, but that this church is a vital part of the work of Jesus
Christ in this town, in this time in the life of the world!
Come and learn where YOU fit into the ministry. Come and learn what YOU can do when you walk out the
doors after worship to be the hands, the feet, the voice, the BODY OF CHRIST in the world!

Vacation Bible School
Monumental Faith
Tuesday, June 14 – Friday, June 17, 6:00–8:00 pm
Sunday, June 19 – VBS Celebration, 10 am
We are ready to have a howlin’ good time at
VBS! This year’s theme will center around Joseph and his life in the dessert. Joseph has
some exciting adventures and learned some
valuable lessons we will share with the kids:
God loves you no matter what. God is with you
everywhere. God is in charge. God is stronger than anything. God is surprising.
VBS Volunteers – We are still in need of volunteers! Please contact Theresa, Casey or sign
up on line. We will provide a snack dinner for volunteers and their participating children.
Volunteer Meeting – Wednesday, June 8, 6:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
VBS Set Up & Decoration Days – Saturday & Sunday, June 11 & 12, Fellowship Hall

Graduation Sunday, June 5th
Graduation Sunday will be June 5 during the morning worship service. We will honor JonTyler Jobe,
Melissa Denton and Kelly O’Sullivan.

Register now for Summer Camp
At Camp Caroline
The dates for camps offered this summer at Camp Caroline
are listed below. Go online to https://ncdisciples.org/
summer-camp/ to fill out the form. FCC will pay 50%! Please
turn in your receipt if you make your payment online.
June 16-19
June 19-24
June 26-July 2
July 10-15
July 17-22

Uno for Grades K-2 (with a parent) - $280
CYF camp for Grades 9-12 - $425
Created to Be Me for Grade 8 - $495
JYF Camp for Grades 2-5 - $425
Chi Rho Camp for Grades 6-7 - $425
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A Novel Idea

Tuesday, June 28, 5:30 p.m.
The Paris Library by Janet Skeslien Charles
Paris, 1939: Young and ambitious Odile Souchet seems to have the perfect life with her handsome
police officer beau and a dream job at the American Library in Paris. When the Nazis march into the
city, Odile stands to lose everything she holds dear, including her beloved library. Together with her
fellow librarians, Odile joins the Resistance with the best weapons she has: books. But when the
war finally ends, instead of freedom, Odile tastes the bitter sting of unspeakable betrayal.
Montana, 1983: Lily is a lonely teenager looking for adventure in small-town Montana. Her interest
is piqued by her solitary, elderly neighbor. As Lily uncovers more about her neighbor’s mysterious
past, she finds that they share a love of language, the same longings, and the same intense jealousy, never suspecting that a dark secret from the past connects them.
Looking ahead to July
The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles

Message from the Board
One of my favorite times of year is coming up, you guessed it – Vacation Bible School! It’s not just because
of all the fun and great snacks, but because it is one of those rare events that brings everyone together.
Young and old, veteran members and new members. They all come together for the kids. And the children
love learning from everyone. VBS is where we make friends and serve as examples for the children. We all
want to see church growth, this is a step that assures our children we will be here for them. For those that
volunteer every year, we say thank you and look forward doing it again. For those that have not volunteered
in a while, come on back, we need you. And for new members, VBS is the perfect opportunity to really get to
know the FCC family. Join us (and have some great snacks)!
Theresa, Chair of the Board

Treasurer’s Report – YTD April 30th, 2022

Tim Sharp / May 16, 2022

For the month ended April 30th, 2022, FCC had YTD total income of $121,627 and YTD total expenses of $101,820 resulting in a
YTD surplus of $19,807*.
1/01/2022 – 4/30/2022 – YTD Operating Budget
Income

Actual
$121,627

Budget
$132,972

Variance
($11,345)

Expenses

$101,820

$132,972

($31,152)

Actual YTD Surplus/(Deficit)

*

$19,807

Month of April - Operating Budget
Income

Actual
$20,584

Budget
$33,243

Variance
($12,659)

Expenses

$21,012

$33,243

($12,231)

Month of April Surplus/(Deficit)

($

428)

*YTD income includes $5,722.32 from our Operating Reserve account ($1,430.58 per month) that was included to balance the 2022
operating budget.
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Elders, Deacons and Worship Leaders for June
Elder
Worship
Leader

5th
Kathy Sandifer

12th
Todd Brame

19th
Tish Scott

26th
Wanda Sutton

Patsy Ferrell

Carol Steffa

Libby Daniell

Barbara Brinson

#4
Steffanie Sharp
Mandy Harris
Katie Williamson
Natalie Sutton

#1
Beth Williams
Allan Daniell
Libby Daniell
Christina Terdik
Ricky Brown
Norma Faye Etheridge

#2
Melissa Whitley
Glenn Etheridge
Melissa Denton
LuAnn Wooten
Brooke Farmer
Christy Webb

Deacon Team #3
Brittany Fulghum
Kristin Lamond
Jennifer McHarg
Curtis Ray
Sue Ray
Steve Kite

Elder on Call for the Month of June is Wanda Brown
Wilson Pride Festival
First Christian Church will be participating in Wilson’s very first Wilson Pride Festival! The day’s events will
start at the Treat Yo’ Self Bakery and continue in the afternoon on the lawn of the Casita Brewery. You can
learn more at: WilsonPrideNC.com FCC will host a Welcome booth from 3-6:30 pm to share with the community that we are an open and welcoming church. We need a handful of volunteers. Who would like to
come invite new folks to attend our church? Contact Theresa Mathis to volunteer.

From the Compassion and Service Team (CST)
•

A huge thank you to everyone for the support provided for our Honduras mission focus. Your generosity provided more than 300 items of soap and washcloths to share with those in need. We also
collected more than $200, which will provide life-saving medical care through the Project Life Program. Reach out to Wendy Wingrove with any questions or to join the team trip
February 18 – 25, 2023.

•

Let’s turn our giving focus onto our most loved chicken lady, Christy Proctor! Every year on her
birthday (June 18), Christy collects backpacks of school supplies for students. Please drop off your
donations or contributions by Friday, June 17. The CST will make a drop off the morning of June 18,
at the Chick-fil-A. Items being collected are: highlighters, notebook paper, pens, crayons, pencils,
etc. If you would like to sponsor a complete backpack, the cost associated to fill one is
approximately $25.

•

Our next CST meeting is scheduled for Sunday, June 12 from 6 – 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall. We
would love to have you join our conversation on how we can make a difference in the lives of others through our work. All ideas are welcomed and the door is open for more members. All it takes
is a heart to serve, knowing many hands makes light work.
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June 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

)

1
7:00pm
Chancel Choir

2

3

4
Wilson Pride
Festival

8

9

10

11

5 Pentecost and
Graduation Sunday

6
5:30pm

7

12

13

14

10:00am Worship
Facilities and
10:15am Sunday School Maintenance Team
for Little Kids
11:00am Disciples Class
11:11am Small Group
Book Study
6:30pm
10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School FCC General Board
Meeting
for Little Kids
11:00am Disciples Class
11:11am Small Group
Book Study
6:00pm Compassion and
Service Team

19 Father’s Day

10:00am Worship and
VBS Celebration
11:00am Disciples Class

26

10:00am Worship
10:15am Sunday School
for Little Kids
11:00am Disciples Class
11:11am Small Group
4:00pm Choral Hymn
Festival

8

20

27

11:00am
Staff Meeting
11:30am
CWF (Parlor)

11:00am
Staff Meeting
6:00-8:00pm
Vacation Bible
School

21

11:00am
Staff Meeting

28

11:00am
Staff Meeting
5:30pm
A Novel Idea Book
Club

7:00pm
Chancel Choir

15

6:30pm Elder’s
Meeting

16

11:30am
6:00-8:00pm
Young At Heart (at
Something Different) Vacation Bible
School
6:00-8:00pm
Vacation Bible
School

22

7:00pm
Chancel Choir

29

23

Decoration Day
for Vacation
Bible School

17
6:00-8:00pm
Vacation Bible
School

24

6:30pm Elder’s
Meeting

30

18

25
Juneteeth Celebration Downtown

July 1

July 2

Our Church Family

Please notify the church office at (252) 237-4125 if someone’s
birthday needs to be added and/or if you have some news to
share.

Prayer Concerns

June 1
Tim Sharp
June 2
Nell Griffin
June 3
Gilda Cauley
Steven Winstead
June 4
A.J. Walston
June 6
Davis Wooten
June 7
Clayton Bardin
Helen Batts
Paul Brewer
June 12

June 13
Alice Davis
June 18
Mikaila Dildy
Christy Proctor
June 19
Earl Boykin
June 20
Bryan Jobe
June 23
Tommy High
June 25
Trevor Dildy
Zeb Whitehurst IV
June 27
Andrew Childers

Dalen Bottoms; Lucas Cain (Libby Daniell’s great nephew); Ben Crawley (JoAnn Bass’s neighbor); Mark
Farmer's family (death of his father); Julia Floars; Rolie
Gardiner (Bridget Bryant’s mother); J. R. Gordon; Gay
and Jerry Manning (Leslie Kendall’s friends); Shelton
McNair, Sr. (Mary Louise Gray’s brother); Bill Mount
(George Mount’s brother); Henry Newcomb; Maggie
Peterson and family; Beverly Quick (Myra Powell’s sister); Doug Ramsey; Cliff Rountree (friend of John and
Annette Glover); Anne Sharpe; Jane Smith; Troy Tatum;
Deanna Ujlaki; Charlotte Wallace; Mary Walling (Gary
Walling’s mother); AJ Walston; Ann Watson and family;
Roy Whaley (Casey’s father); Kristy Wisniewski (friend of
Christy Proctor & Melissa Denton); Sim Wooten (William
Wooten’s brother).

CWF Meeting
The Christian Women’s Fellowship will meet on Tuesday, June 7th at 11:30am in the Church Parlor. A box
lunch will be provided. All women of the church are invited to attend. The CWF will not meet in July and August and will resume meeting in September.

Thank You
To my First Christian Church family,
Please report any corrections or omissions to the
Church Office.

Young At Heart
We welcome anyone to come fellowship, have fun
and have delicious food at Something Different.
An uplifting program is always presented. We
meet on the third Wednesday of the month at
11:30am. Come join us on June 15th!

To just simply say "thank you" seems so small. But I do
thank you from the bottom of myheart for the love and
caring you have shown me during my health issues.
Each day I received cards of every type; get well, thinking of you, praying for you, even a few"behave yourself"
notes. There were delicious meals, beautiful flowers,
phone calls, remembering you in my prayers, rides to
doctor appointments...... what more could I ask for to
help me recover?

Blood Drive Coordinator Needed

I can never say "thank you" enough. I appreciate each
We are searching for a Blood Drive Coordinator for and everyone of you and your special "gift".
our bi-monthly Red Cross Blood Drives. If you are
With much love,
interested in knowing more, just call the church
office.
Anne Sharpe
9

10

11

12

