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Community Christmas Luncheon

You can continue to make Christmas magical for many in the Wilson community. We plan =,
for around 200 people to join us for the luncheon each year. This year, the Compassion ﬁ::- g X
and Service team will be shopping for all necessary items for the luncheon, as well as Ei‘i:ﬂ- =
gift bags for those attending. Your donation is needed and greatly appreciated! Use the
QR code and designate the Christmas Dinner or drop off cash/checks before or after
church in the narthex. Deadline for donations is December 14 to allow for planning and

shopping. Other dates for volunteers needed are included on the form, which can be

dropped either in the collection plate, the narthex, or by the church office. Please see Wendy Wingrove or
any other member of the Compassion and Service team with questions on how you can make a difference in
the lives of others.

Wednesday, January 7, 2-6pm, Fellowship Hall
Please visit RedCrossBlood.org or call
Carol Steffa at 252-230-6965 to schedule an Appointment

“Together, We Make a Difference”

Red Cross Blood Drive O

Advent Concert Series Begins December 3rd
In its 16th year, the Advent Concert Series brings joy and comfort to so many beyond our walls! Join us for
these meaningful concerts! Learn more on page 4.

Congregational Lunch and Nativity Display
Sunday, December 14 following Worship

The season of Advent is upon us, and with it comes an opportunity to gather, share, and celebrate the story
at the heart of Christmas. The Hospitality Committee is delighted to invite all members of First Christian
Church to a special Christmas Luncheon! The lunch is provided so come to enjoy good food, warm fellowship,
and the beauty of our shared traditions.

As part of this festive gathering, we’re inviting everyone to bring a favorite manger scene (or nativity set) to
display. Whether yours is handcrafted, passed down through generations, collected from travels, or lovingly
chosen for your home, each one tells a story. Together, they create a beautiful reminder of our Advent
theme, “What child IS this?”




From the Minister

A few years ago, a friend of ours gave Kathy and me a Thanksgiving
cactus. It was a very young, very small plant. We loved what it was
and what it could be, so we took care of it and it grew a few sizes and
got repotted into another and then another container. It was an im-
pressive Schlumbergera truncata specimen. However, though it had
grown to a mature size and was a healthy plant, | could not get it to
bloom very much. For a couple of years, it would put forth less than a
dozen blooms and then quit.

So, | went down to Raleigh Road Nursery with my problem. | talked
to Tim who told me first, and with a smile, that | needed to remem-
ber that “the Good Lord didn’t make any indoor plants.” He encour-
aged me to take my plant outside in the spring when temperatures were above 50 degrees and leave it there
all summer. It could take full sun, but not too much. And, feed it. Then, in the fall, when temperatures begin
to drop, bring it inside, he said, and it will bloom its heart out for you sometime in October or November. |
did what he said, and he was exactly right. The first November, it bloomed prolifically, and again, the next
year. However, though | did everything | was supposed to do again the third year, it bloomed rather half-
heartedly. Again, this year, not so many blooms.

| have not yet been back to get more information and instruction from Tim. And, | don’t have a degree in ag-
ricultural or biological engineering from NC State. So, I’'m left to figure this out with what | do have, which is a
theological degree in one hand, and in the other hand a fist-full of dirt. So, I've concluded on my own that the
lesson here is this: you can’t control everything. Weather and humidity, and soil quality, and air quality, and
plant physiology, and photosynthesis, and the “Good Lord” all have a hand in what happens to even the fin-
est plants during the blooming season. I’'m learning to be good with that this Thanksgiving, whether there are
five blooms or fifty.

It dawned on me this week that this is also a good lesson for Advent. Advent is a season of preparation when
we do the hard work of tending to the soil of our faith life. We dig into the scripture. We consider what our
ancestors went through. We reflect on the words of the prophets. We read again the accounts of the lives of
Elizabeth and Mary, Zachariah and Joseph. And, after all that, we are better prepared to testify to — bloom, if
you will — this Jesus who was born into our world and who brings to us —and to all — new life.

But there are no guarantees. We can’t control everything. We do the work of preparation. We fortify our-
selves. We hope. We long for the coming of the Kin-dom. But it is not we who bring it to fruition. Once again,
it is the Good Lord.

We have some long nights ahead of us still. The Winter Solstice is on December 21. Until then, the days will
get shorter and the nights will continue to lengthen. For a while, more than half of each day will be drenched
in darkness. And, during that time, we prepare. We wait, we hope, we long for something more.

Our cactus has finished blooming for the year. Now, it is just sitting there on the plant stand by the window,
just being a cactus. In the spring, it’s going back outside.
And, we will see.

Grace and peace and Miracle Grow,
Morgan
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¢=== Music Ministry at First Christian

First Christian’s Music Ministry is open to all! If you have a desire to find your place in the life of
music ministry, please let Casey, our Minister of Music know! musicminister@fccwilson.org

December Musical Offerings in Worship

December 7 - Chancel Choir, “What Child Is This”

December 14 - Chalice Ringers, Encounter & Joe Brinson, trumpet

December 21 - Chancel Choir, “O Night of Nights”, Judy Rains, handbell solo
December 24 - Chancel Choir, “In the Bleak Midwinter”, Jordan Webb, trumpet

Mobile Music Ministry

A casual and caring ministry

“ ('“RISTMAS [ that meets in the homes of members.
\g\\\“ ecember1a
\\\' \A“““—[ MUSI( MI/V/ [24/0 Martha :eland,b22116 Atclsglls\ga Dr NW

December 15 at 11AM

MONDAY. DECEMBER 15 AT lIAM All Church Christmas Caroling!
Meet in the large parking lot of FCC as we
caravan to a few of our homebound members! Join us on Monday, December 15th in the
fREtivitoieveryone in the congnegetEEaUSE church parking lot as we caravan and Christmas
able to attend, whether or not you sing!
Carol to many of our homebound members!

We will end with lunch at Western Sizzlin!
) This is open to all congregation members and

. you don’t have to have been featured on The

%4 Voice to join us! We will visit 4-5 of our home-

bound members and pop in and sing 7-8 of our

favorite Christmas Carols! We will wrap it up
with lunch at Western Sizzlin!

Advent Concert Series

RIRST SV“"&'BT“']AQ' FEet N | The Noonday Advent Series has been
' such a well attended Music Series!

ADVENT CONCERT SERIES 72{G - Huioesiantminsonion

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 10, 17 + 4 space of stillness and reflection in the
12:00 NOON g\ - often ‘busy nature’ of Advent.

Visit www.fccwilson.org/spaceforgrace
for more information and
‘ be sure to invite a friend!
| December 3 - Dr. Ginger Jones Robinson,

soprano
December 10 - Matthew Joyner, tenor

207 TARBORO ST. N -
el RECRO SN / VIR December 17 - Shelley Maddox, soprano
W W W.FCCWILSON.ORG g




A Novel Idea

Tuesday, January 27, 4:30pm

Project Hail Mary N D orsiarian
by Andy Weir S

New York Times Readers Pick:
100 Best Books of the 21st Century

Ryland Grace is the sole survivor on a desperate, last-chance mission—and if
he fails, humanity and the earth itself will perish. Except that right now, he
doesn’t know that. He can’t even remember his own name, let alone the na-
ture of his assignment or how to complete it.

PROJECT

HATL

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

MARY

All he knows is that he’s been asleep for a very, very long time. And he’s just
been awakened to find himself millions of miles from home, with nothing but
two corpses for company.

His crewmates dead, his memories fuzzily returning, Ryland realizes that an impossible task now confronts
him. Hurtling through space on this tiny ship, it’s up to him to puzzle out an impossible scientific mystery—
and conquer an extinction-level threat to our species.

And with the clock ticking down and the nearest human being light-years away, he’s got to do it all alone.
Or does he?

Soon to be a major motion picture starring Ryan Gosling

Note: The Book Club will not meet in December.

Treasurer’s Report — YTD October 31st, 2025

Tim Sharp / September 16, 2025

For the month ending October 31st, 2025, FCC had YTD total income of S 286,231 and YTD total expenses of
$ 265,662 resulting in a YTD surplus of $ 20,569*.

1/01/2025-10/31/2025 - YTD Operating Budget

Actual Budget Variance
Income S 286,231 $ 311,906 (S 25,675)
Expenses S 265,662 $ 311,906 (S 46,244)
Actual YTD Surplus/(Deficit)* $ 20,569

Month of October - Operating Budget

Actual Budget Variance
Income $ 24,926 $31,191 (S 6,265)
Expenses S 28,541 $ 31,191 (S 2,656)
Month of September Surplus/(Deficit) (S 3,615)

*YTD income includes $ 22,335.40 from our Operating Reserve account (5 2,233.54 per month) that was in-
cluded to balance the 2025 operating budget.
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Sunday Morning Small Group | 11:11am

This Advent season beginning on Sunday, November 30, please join our Sunday Morning Small Group! We'll

journey together through Kate Bowler’s Bless the Advent We Actu-
W ‘\

ally Have. Our four-week series begins Sunday, November 30, at
bless the

11:11am and we’d love for you to be part!
N (Q{\
% Advent We \f\

Actually Have

A DAILY DEVOTIONAL FOR
THE CHRISTMAS SEASON

To make our first gathering extra special, we will also create our own
Advent wreaths to take home. Come for the conversation, communi-
ty, and a little creative fun as we prepare our hearts for Christmas!

"My hope and prayer is that this Advent Devotional will be a way for
you to make the very act of waiting, holy. And as we anticipate
Christ’s birth together, may we experience the stubborn hope of
Christmas, joy in the midst of so much sorrow, a love that knows no
bounds, and a transcendent peace amid a world on fire and let’s
bless the Advent we actually have—together. ~ Kate Bowler

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP

The Contemplative Prayer Group will continue in December. Rev. Daughety will lead this group. We will
meet in a circle in the front of the sanctuary. We pray a few Psalms, share a scripture, and have some indi-
vidual sentence prayers, followed by a time of silence. We’re in and out so fast that it seems it takes more
time to set up and break down than it does to pray! There’s nothing threatening about this: those who
don’t wish to say anything (except the psalms and responses) can remain silent for the whole time. The en-
tire service takes about 20 minutes. Come and try it out. As the Psalm says, “Taste and see that the Lord is
good!”

MENS NIGHT OUT

The Men of the church are invited to MENS
NIGHT OUT on Tuesday, December 16 at
6:00pm at Daniel’s Restaurant. Come and

COURAGE * WISDOM * LOYALTY
Votdwe 4

Sunday School Teacher
Schedule for December

CHARACT,ER

20S
DESIGN

5B

1 SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS
for kids of all ages in one room

Gid

December 7 Jeannette & Kaitlyn
December 14 Shannon & Sara

December 21 Zeb and Janice & Anna Jane
December 28 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

bring a friend.

LADIES NIGHT OUT

The Ladies of the church are invited to LADIES
NIGHT OUT on Tuesday, December 16 at
6:00pm at Pup’s Steakhouse. Come and bring
a friend.

Barton College Support

You're invited to uplift Barton College students with sweet treats on De-
cember 8 from 11:30am - 1pm. Bring your treat with you to church on De-
cember 7, and drop off in the narthex. A small team is planning to be on
campus Monday to engage students, distribute treats, and provide words
of encouragement as they prepare for exams. Treats may be homemade or
purchased - whatever works best for you. See Wendy Wingrove with any

questions.




Christmas Luncheon Volunteer Dates and Sign-up Sheet

Planning has begun for our Community Christmas
Luncheon. We are requesting lots of Christmas
elves to help make this special event a success!

On November 30, The Giving Tree will be up and
on display. We are accepting donations. All
donations will be due by December 14.

On Saturday, December 20 at 10am we will be
setting up the tables and decorating for the
luncheon.

On Tuesday, December 23 at 10am we will be
assembling the gift bags that will be given out for

all those who attend in the fellowship hall.

Thursday, December 25 Christmas Luncheon

Be a COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Volunteer! Help Spread the JOY!

Please check one or more of the volunteer opportunities
listed below and place the checklist in the offering plate
or drop it by the church office during the week.

Preparations:

Donate funds to purchase meal and giveaway
items. Deadline Dec. 14, noon

Set up tables and chairs. Dec. 20, 10am

Bring decorations to create an easy to move
centerpiece for a table. Dec. 20, 11am

Assemble gift bags. Dec. 23, 10am

On Christmas Day:

____ Greet guests. 9:00am - 11:30am

__ Work in the kitchen. 10:00am - 1:00pm
_____ Serve food/beverages. 11:30am - 1:00pm
__ Provide ambient music. 11:30am - 1:00pm

Clean up. 1:00 pm, when the last guest
has finished his/her/their meal.

Name

Phone #

____Textis Good

___ I Prefer a Call




December 2025

Sun

Nov 30

7 Second Sunday of
Advent

10:00am Worship
11:11am Sunday
Morning Small Group
11:15am Disciples

Class
3:00pm Compassion
and Service Team
meeting

14 Third Sunday of
Advent

10:00am Worship

Followed by a short

Congregational meeting

11:11am Sunday

Morning Small Group

11:15am Disciples
Class

21 Fourth Sunday of
Advent

10:00am Worship
11:11am Sunday
Morning Small Group
11:15am Disciples

Class
3:00pm—Compassion
and Service Team
5:00pm—Longest Night
Service

28

10:00am Worship

11:11am Sunday

Morning Small Group

11:15am Disciples
Class

Mon

1

11:00am Mobile
Music Ministry with
Martha Beland
6:00pm Board
Meeting in the
Fellowship Hall
7:00pm Chalice
Ringers rehearsal

8

6:15pm Prayer
Group

15

11:00am All
Church Christmas
Caroling with Mo-
bile Music Ministry
6:15pm Prayer
Group

29

Tue

2

11:00am Staff
Meeting

9

11:00am Staff
Meeting

12:00pm CWF (box
lunch at Anne
Sharpe’s)

12:00pm Staff
Lunch

6:30pm Chalice
Ringers Rehearsal

16

11:00am

Staff Meeting
6:00pm Ladies
Night Out at Pup’s
6:00pm Men’s
Night Out at Dan-
iel’s

6:30pm Chalice
Ringers Rehearsal

23

11:00am
Staff Meeting

30

11:00am
Staff Meeting

Wed

3

12:00pm Advent
Concert Series with
Dr. Ginger Jones
Roberson

6:30pm Chancel
Choir rehearsal

10

12:00pm Advent
Concert Series with
Matthew Joyner
6:30pm Chancel
Choir rehearsal

17

12:00pm Advent
Concert Series with
Shelley Maddox
6:30pm Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

24

5:00pm Christmas
Eve Service

31

Thu Sat

11 12 13

6:00pm Disciples
Class Christmas
Dinner Party
6:30pm Elder’s
Meeting

18 19 20

25 26 17

11:30am Commu-
nity Christmas
Lunch

Jan1 Jan 2 Jan 3

The Church office
will be closed for
New Years Day



Our Church Family

Please notify the church office at (252) 237-4125 if someone’s
birthday needs to be added and/or if you have some news to
share.

December 2 December 18
Mary Lindsay Mount  Brittany W. Fulghum
December 3 Sara Etheridge
Jobi Cook December 21
Reagan Jones Terry Shackleford
December 7 December 23
Madison Cauley Dawson McHarg
Brantham George Mount
December 8 December 24
Liza Sharpe Natalie s. Rohde
December 9 December 25

Dalen Bottoms
December 11

Jeannette Etheridge
December 26

Tish Scott Barry Lamm
Robby Boyette December 28
December 15 Will Watson

Marshall Quick

Please report any corrections or omissions
to the Church Office.

In Our Prayers

Dennis Anthony (friend of Deby Keller); Chris Avery & mother
Joyce Avery (Cousin and Aunt of Celia Avery and Gilda Cauley);
Cindy Jones Boyd; Allyson Branch; Graci Brown; Jason Cockrell &
family (friend of Sabrina Amundson); Alice Davis; Randy Deans
(Ethan Boyette’s stepfather); Ricky Driver; Kelli Feeser (Trisha
Norris’s daughter); Harry Finch; Shirley Hayes (Kathy Proctor’s
stepmother); Joy Heath (cousin of Celia Avery and Gilda Cauley);
Lynn Kyle (friend of Libby Daniell); Nalan Logan; JoJo Near; Sue
Newcomb; Bonnie Pike; Emma Kay Proctor (Kelly Proctor’s
mother); Evelyn Quinn (friend of Shannon and Sara Jones-
Eatmon); Peg Rohde; Mary Ann Ruffin; Ashley Quick Rusnak; Jo
Shackleford; Justin Smigiel and family; Beatrice Spanner (toddler
friend of Celia Avery's); Janey Stevens; Amanda Sutton; Troy and
Leigh Ann Tatum; A.J. Walston; Joni Welfare.

Homebound
Peggy Anderson, Dalen Bottoms; Sherry Brenner; Hazel Byers;

Nell Griffin; Judy Harris; Wimpy Jefferson; Anne Sharpe; Kath-
leen Ujlaki; A.J. Walston.

* Note: As situations improve or progress, please inform the Elders or Office
so the list may be updated.

CWF Box Lunch

The ladies of the church are invited to the CWF meeting Tues-
day, December 9 at 12:00pm at Anne Sharpe’s for a Box Lunch.

Cindy Boring

Glenn Etheridge

Worship Service Participants for December

7th 14th 21st 28th

Elder Jackie Clifford Kenneth Dildy Christy Webb Roy Henderson

Worship Wendy Wingrove Alysun Skinner Phyllis Leary TBA

Leader

Deacon #2 #3 #4 #1

Team Josh Near Gilda Cauley Norma Faye Etheridge Ricky Brown
Robby Boyette TBD LuAnn Wooten Glenn Etheridge
Mandy Harris-Howell EJ Proctor Christy Proctor William Wooten
Jeannette Etheridge Mary Lindsay Mount April Henderson Andrew Whitley

Stewards Ethan Boyette Andrew Whitley Bob Kendall Tish Scott

Janice Whitehurst Adrienne Johnston

Elder on Call for the Month of December is Christy Webb




First Christian Church
Poinsettia Tributes
2025

Christmas poinsettia arrangements will be placed in
worship during the 2025 Christmas Season to honor
and memorialize our loved ones and add to the
beauty of the sanctuary. If you would like to place a
tribute “In Memory Of” or “In Honor Of" a loved one,
please complete the form below and place in the
offering plate or turn it into the church office.
Tributes are $10 each and must be received in the
church office by close of business Tuesday, Decem-
ber 16 for inclusion in the church bulletin on Sunday,
December 21.

Please make your checks payable to
First Christian Church

Given By:

In Memory Of:

In Honor Of:




