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Take a glance at May highlights!

Support Barton Students
Drop off sweet treats (store bought or homemade)
to support our local college students in exam week!
Drop off the treats on Sunday May 3! More infor-
mation on how to help on pg. 5.

Red Cross Blood Drive - May 13

Our next blood drive is Wednesday, May 13 from 2-
6PM. While walk ins are welcome, encourage every-
one to register in advance using www.redcross.org

FCC All Church Dinner Night - May 20

We just had a wonderful spaghetti supper on April 29
with a presentation by Wendy Wingrove. Join us for
another opportunity to fellowship and gather togeth-
er. The May all church fellowship and dinner will be
Wednesday, May 20 at 6PM! All church members
and visitors are invited to come, gather and get to
know each other better!

Save the Date - Graduation Sunday!

Graduation Sunday is upcoming
on Sunday, June 7. Please let us
know if you are graduating!
Read more on pg. 7.

Upcoming - Vacation Bible School in July

Save the dates of Monday, July 20 - Thursday, July 23 for our 2026 Vacation Bible School!
The closing worship will be on Sunday, July 26 at 10AM!

N

New Member
Sunday

Pentecost + Sunday, May 24, 2026

On the first Pentecost, as the disciples gathered in
Jerusalem waiting for Jesus’s promise, the Holy Spirit
moved among them in powerful and unexpected ways.
That day, nearly 3,000 people were inspired to join

the early church.

In the spirit of that sacred beginning, First Christian
Church will celebrate Pentecost Sunday as
New Member Sunday.

We invite all who are visiting—or who have been
prayerfully considering making FCC your church home—
to take this meaningful step on May 24, 2026. During
Sunday worship, we will joyfully welcome and rece
ho feel led to join our congregation. :

Questions about membership
tact our Minister or one of
d be glad to




From the Minister

May, 2026

It was Mother Teresa who said, “In this life we cannot do great things. We
can only do small things with great love.” While | suppose there are some
who would debate the truth of the premise of the statement, | think anyone
who has lived much at all can recognize that it contains a great deal of truth.
The bulk of our lives are made up of small acts. And, while “from small
things big things one day come,” (cf. Bruce Springsteen) for the most part,
anything we accomplish finally comes from a series of small steps taken one
at a time.

A few years ago, someone | love gave me a book | have come to val-
ue a great deal, titled, Every Moment Holy. The author, Douglas McKelvey,
has taken Mother Teresa’s sentiment and expounded on it with creativity
and deep thought. McKelvey’s book contains prayers and liturgies written
for everyday moments and tasks. Some of them are not surprising, like for
instance, the liturgy “For the Preparation of a Meal,” or “For Sunsets.” Oth-
ers are a bit more off the trail, like, “Before Beginning a Book,” or “For the
Keeping of Bees,” or “For the Morning of a Yard Sale.” And still others will have you hurriedly flipping
through the book to find it, like the one “For the Changing of Diapers.” (As a matter of fact, there are two for
that one!). And, my personal favorite is, “For the Ritual of Morning Coffee.”

I’'ve been involved with our Contemplative Prayer group now for several months. One of the things
my participation has elevated for me has been the importance of remembering that God is in everything. If
we speed through certain portions of our day or through certain tasks that we consider too menial to be in-
cluded in our spiritual life, then we will have missed a great deal. And, segregating our lives this way — believ-
ing that only certain tasks and certain parts of our lives are worthy of God’s involvement — will leave us with a
diminished sense of spirituality. Jesus affirmed that we should love God with all of ourselves — “heart, mind,
soul, and strength.”

Henri Nouwen, in his book on the spiritual life titled, Making All Things New, points out that Jesus had
a very busy life. The Gospels give testimony to the fact that, at least some of the time, Jesus was being
sought after by crowds of people so that he hardly had time for himself. And yet, he persisted in going to vil-
lage after village to be with them. So, Nouwen concludes that Jesus’ teaching is not aimed at asking us to
give up our busy lives, but rather to follow Jesus’ example by living our lives with a spiritual center — that is,
to let our hearts be set first on the kingdom. Centering ourselves will move us away from worry, stress, and
destruction and toward peace and contentment.

Practicing this kind of mindfulness is not easy. Sometimes it is necessary to compartmentalize our
lives just to get through the day. Some tasks call for concentration and single-minded focus. For instance, |
expect it is difficult for new fathers and mothers to think about praying while changing a diaper. On the oth-
er hand, however, | also think that if we made a list of the small tasks that require great love in order to ac-
complish them, changing a diaper would be near the top! Any task, no matter how trivial it may seem, can
have great significance for us and/or someone else. What we do is not nearly as important as how we do it,
and for whom.

| hope I've piqued your curiosity about making “every moment holy.” I'll leave you with a few more
tantalizing liturgy titles from McKelvey’s book: “For Laundering,” “For the Washing of Windows,” “For Wait-
ers and Waitresses,” “Before the Consuming of Media,” “For Those Who Sleep in Tents,” “Before Shopping,”
“For the Paying of Bills,” “For Those Who Are Facing the Slow Loss of Memory,” “For Those Who Cannot
Sleep,” and “For Those Who Have Not Done Great Things for God.”

Grace & peace and Pampers,

Morgan
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¢=== Music Ministry at First Christian

The Music Ministry of First Christian is open to all! If you have a desire to find your place in the life of
music ministry, please let our Minister of Music, Casey, know! musicminister@fccwilson.org

Mobile Music Ministry for May

Our Mobile Music Ministry is a casual and caring ministry that meets in the homes of members. Open to all!
Monday, May 4 at 11AM with Nell Griffin | Wilson Healthcare and Rehab Center | 2501 Downing Street
Monday, May 18 at 11AM with Martha Beland | 2216 A Chelsea Dr NW

Worship Arts in May

Our Music Ministry is going to end the year strong before taking a much needed break. Our Music Ministry
members are the ones who meet every-single-week from September-May. | hope you take time to thank
them and all that they give throughout the year!

May 3 - Chancel Choir with Matthew Joyner & Casey Childers, 4 hand piano

May 10 - Chancel Choir & Children

May 17 - Chalice Ringers, Chancel Choir & Encounter

May 24 - Encounter & Chancel Choir

May 31 - Rowan Bennett, soloist

Lift Every Voice: How Singing Supports Our Mental Health
There is something deeply human and raw about singing. Long before we have the words to express exactly
how we feel, we have melody, rhythm, and breath beginning from our time in the womb. | remember melo-
dies that my grandma Johnnie used to sing around the house in her humming, “Blest be the tie that binds....”

When we sing, something remarkable happens in our bodies and minds. Studies have shown that singing can
lower stress by reducing cortisol levels, while also releasing endorphins. These are just a few of the chemi-
cals that help us feel joy and connection. In a world that often feels fast-paced and overwhelming, singing
invites us to slow down, breathe deeply, and be fully present.

Singing also gives us a healthy way to express emotions. Whether we are carrying grief, gratitude, anxiety, or
hope, music allows us to bring those feelings into the open. A hymn or worship song can say what we strug-
gle to put into words. It reminds us that we are not alone in what we feel and by way of these deeply penned
words, others have walked this path before as we walk it together now. There is SO much hope in this. The
fact that we are able to sing African American Spirituals that were sung in the darkest times of slavery helps
us to continue to profess a continued need for unity and equality. For many, singing also becomes a form of
prayer. When words alone feel insufficient, music carries our prayers. It connects us to God in a way that is
both grounding and uplifting, reminding us of hope even in difficult seasons.

You don’t have to be a trained singer to experience these benefits. The beauty of congregational singing is
that it welcomes every voice. Whether you sing boldly or quietly, confidently or hesitantly, your voice
matters. It is part of the chorus that supports not only your own well-being, but the well-being of those
around you. (And no, | am not here for the “I don’t sing” line. |1 don’t buy that for a second!)

So the next time you are in worship, or even at home, take a moment to sing. Let the music fill your lungs,
steady your heart, and lift your spirit. In singing, we find not only praise, but healing, connection, and re-
newed life.

Sing, sing a song, make it simple to last your whole life long...

Don't worry that it's not good enough for anyone else to hear...

Just sing, sing a song. Soli deo Gloria,
Casey




Treasurer’s Report — YTD March 31st, 2026

Tim Sharp / April 27, 2026

For the month ending March 31st, 2026, FCC had YTD total income of $ 87,018 and YTD total expenses of
$ 95,531 resulting in a YTD deficit of S 8,513*.

1/01/2026 — 03/31/2026 — YTD Operating Budget

Actual Budget Variance
Income $ 87,018 $95,317 (S 8,299)
Expenses $ 95,531 $ 95,317 S 214
Actual YTD Surplus/(Deficit)* (S 8,513)
Month of March—Operating Budget

Actual Budget Variance
Income $ 40,393 $ 31,772 $8,621
Expenses S$ 30,885 $ 31,772 (S 887)

Month of March Surplus/(Deficit) $ 9,508)

*YTD income includes S 6,335.85 from our Operating Reserve account (52,111.95 per month) that was included to balance the 2026
operating budget. Without borrowing from our operating reserve, our current deficit would be $14,849.

The Disciples Class and Sunday Morning Small Group
The Disciples Class and the Sunday Morning Small Group have combined into a Disciples 101 workshop.
(more information provided below). We invite everyone to be part of this Disciples of Christ exploration. The
group will shift meeting time from 11:11 am to 11:15 am.

Disciples 101

Who is Barton Stone, and did he make a
large donation to Barton College? Must |
count among my spiritual ancestors,
someone by the name of “Racoon” John
Smith? What exactly does that red wine
glass with the slanted cross on it mean?

If you have ever asked yourself one of
these quite proprietary questions, then
you may benefit from attending Disciples
101, a multi-session workshop for any of
our members and friends who want to
know more about our denomination’s history, polity, and beliefs.| Cane Ridge Meeting House in 1934, Little
Rev. Morgan Daughety will lead our time together. We will meet 2‘;;];12%‘}’)‘1 Paris vicinity (Bourbon County,
in the small group classroom following worship precisely at 11:10

a.m.

Contemplative Evening Prayer

Let my prayer rise before you as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
Psalm 141:2

Mondays, 6:15 PM, in the Small Group room
“I enjoy coming because it’s the time | can be still, quiet my mind, and still my soul.”

Every Monday, Any Monday: All Are Welcome!

Scripture Reflection Prayer Silence Community




A Novel Idea Matt Hauj‘ :
TUESday, May 26’ 4.30 p.m. #1 BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF =
The Life Impossible The Midnight filnaﬂul =
By Matt Haig =
When retired math teacher Grace Winters is left a run-down house on a =

Mediterranean island by a long-lost friend, curiosity gets the better of her.
She arrives in Ibiza with a one-way ticket, no guidebook and no plan.

= G Trodl o=

Among the rugged hills and golden beaches of the island, Grace searches The L I F E

for answers about her friend’s life, and how it ended. What she uncovers is

stranger than she could have dreamed. But to dive into this impossible I M P 0 S S I B L E

truth, Grace must first come to terms with her past. "l ogreay)of action anD aicar
~THE NEW YORK TIMES

el bl zl & ks ozl g

Filled with wonder and wild adventure, this is a story of hope and the life-
changing power of a new beginning.

Coming for June:
Parable of the Sower by Octavia E. Butler

Law Enforcement United’s Road to Hope

You can support Kendra Howell as she continues to participate in the Law Enforce-
ment United’s Road to Hope. This annual bike ride is in memory and honor of offic-
ers who have died in the line of duty. Here is a link to the team wish list, available
on Amazon. Thank you!

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/YF1SPTXIV7NN?ref =wl_share

May The 4th Be With You

During Exams DONATE
8 BLOOD

Exam time it is! Perhaps hungry they are? Join us in

supporting Barton students on May 4th to provide SAVE LIFE
Star Wars themed goodies. While not limited only to Wed"es;gﬁ’,\ﬂMay 13
Hans Rolos and Wookie Cookies, if you’d like to pro-
vide a prepackaged sweet treat or homemade item, o fcoutooners.

please drop off on Sunday, May 3 in the narthex. You
are also welcome to join us at the table on central Red Tub Collections

campus from 11am —1pm. Red Tub focus for May will be on col-

It's sure to be out of this lecting washcloths and bar soap for

world! the Honduras Mission Trip. We

strive to provide every family seen

with a way to stay clean and healthy.
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Elder’s Circle

Embrace new life and growth...it acts as a reminder of God’s faithfulness
and promises of restoration. Urging us to leave behind old things and see
the new things He is doing.

**Embrace New Beginnings: Trust that new growth is possible.

**Leave the Past Behind: Look forward to the new things God is springing
up.

**Reflect on God'’s Faithfulness: Every change highlights what is new eve-
ry morning and is transformed into beauty.

Clean your heart, observe creation and focus on your growth.
If you have any questions, please contact the Elder of the month or any of the other Elders.
Beth, Betsy, Jackie, Kenneth, Roy, Theresa, Tish, Todd, Wanda and Wendy

(Please remember prayer concerns given to the Elders on Sunday morning will be shared with Reverend Mor-
gan and all the Elders. Any concerns will be shared with the congregation the following Sunday (if request-
ed).

From the Chair of the Board

Our church’s ministry is strengthened through dedicated service teams that &
help bring our shared life of faith to life. The Spiritual Expression Team (led by P
Todd Brame and Patsy Ferrell) supports meaningful worship through music, ‘
hospitality, and service leadership, while Member Care and Hospitality ensure

that members and visitors alike feel welcomed, supported, and connected. The
Compassion and Service Team (led by Wendy Wingrove and Alysun Skinner) /
extends Christ’s love beyond our walls through mission and outreach, and Nur- i
ture and Growth (led by Jeannette Etheridge and Mandy Harris-Howell) helps
guide faith formation for children, youth, and adults. Behind the scenes, Finan-
cial Affairs (led by Tish Scott) and Facilities and Maintenance (led by William
Wooten) provide faithful stewardship of our monetary resources and physical
spaces. Each team offers a meaningful way to serve.

At this time, there is a special and urgent need for leadership and volunteers in

Member Care, a ministry devoted to expressing Christ’s love through visitation, encouragement, and support
for members and visitors alike. This team plays a vital role in welcoming newcomers, assisting other teams
with those who are ill or homebound, and helping everyone feel connected to our church family. If you have
a heart for compassion, listening, and relationship building, please consider serving as a Member Care leader,
helping ensure no one walks their faith journey alone.

Please prayerfully consider where your gifts might meet a current need. Contact one of the leaders, or you
may contact Kenneth, if you have an interest and willing to share your talents to strengthen First Christian
Church in our service to our Lord, our congregation and our community.

Kenneth Dildy




Calling All Graduates

Whether you are graduating from high school or college, we want to recognize you on
Sunday, June 7 at 10:00am worship! Don’t be shy - we want to celebrate with you! X&
Please let the church office know if you would like to be recognized. Call 252-237-4125. 4

CYF—Christian Youth Fellowship

FCC teens will gather in May and June to wrap up the year. We are enjoying discussions of

faith, ethics and life's choices. CYF will meet on Saturday, May 9 at 12:30 pm at Larema

CYF

Christian Youth

Fellowship

downtown and Monday, June 1 for dinner (location tbd). Both meet ups will include more
exploration of how we put our faith into action. Any other teens wanting to join the group,
please reach out to Theresa Mathis to be added to the group text. Reminder, CYF Camp at
Camp Caroline will be June 14 - 19. And, the Created to Be Me camp specifically designed
for 8th graders will be June 21-27. Any youth interested in attending camps may reach out
to the church office or go to the Camp Caroline website: www.campcaroline.org

Vacation Bible School

Save the Dates of Monday, July 20 - Thursday, July 23 for our annual jour-
ney of faith with the children. We will be seeking volunteers to help with
decorations, set up, snacks, Bible stories, check in, safety, games and arts
and crafts. This is a multi-generational event that brings the entire church
family together. If you are new to FCC, this is the best way to get to really
know folks. We of course also ask our tried and true volunteers back to

lead the way. Registration will open in June. We will set up the stage on
Sunday, July 12 - so we will need some muscles! The annual VBS Worship
service will include the children as worship leaders on Sunday, July 26. If you are ready to be part of the
VBS team, please join us for a planning and brainstorming session on Thursday, May 21 at 6 pm in the Fel-
lowship Hall.

Inclusive Spirit Team—Reboot W Il LS ON

We thank the congregation for their patience as our
efforts to formalize our inclusivity has been on hold dur- P R I D E
ing the ministerial search process. It has been difficult to

see this important work sit on the shelf. But as they say, patience is a virtue and now we are now in a better
position to move forward. The original team will gather with Rev. Morgan to catch him up and share the
progress made prior to his arrival. Then, we will be ready to open the team for new members and new
goals. If you would like to serve on the Inclusive Spirit "Reboot" Team, please reach out to Theresa Mathis
or Rev. Morgan. One of the first action items will be to participate in the Wilson Pride Festival on Saturday,
June 6. We will need volunteers from 9 am - 3 pm. We will also participate in the collaborative space for
faith during the festival with several other local supportive churches. If you would like to be part of the fes-
tival planning crew, please contact Casey! Past volunteers will also be contacted as we brainstorm how to
share the message of Christ's love with those that are so often marginalized.



http://www.campcaroline.org

May - 2026

Sun
April 26

3
10:00am Worship

11:15am Disciples 101

10
10:00am Worship

11:15am Disciples 101

17
10:00am Worship

11:15am Disciples 101
3:00pm Compassion

and Service Team
meeting

24
10:00am Worship

11:15am Disciples 101

31

10:00am Worship

11:15am Disciples 101

Mon

April 27

4

11:00am Mobile
Music Ministry
Nell Griffin
4:30pm Parlor
Reserved
6:15pm
Contemplative
Evening Prayer

11

6:15pm Contem-
plative Evening
Prayer

18

11:00am Mobile
Music Ministry
Martha Beland
6:15pm
Contemplative
Evening Prayer

25

6:15pm
Contemplative
Evening Prayer

June 1

Tue
April 28

5

10:00am Staff
Meeting

5:30pm Encounter
Rehearsal

6:30pm Chalice Ring-

ers Rehearsal

6:30pm Green Chal-

ice Team

12

10:00am Staff
Meeting

5:30pm Encounter
Rehearsal

6:30pm Chalice Ring-

ers Rehearsal

19

10:00am
Staff Meeting

26

10:00am Staff
Meeting
4:30pm A Novel
Idea Book Club

June 2

Wed

April 29

6

6:30pm Chancel
Choir rehearsal

13

2-6PM Red Cross
Blood Drive
6:30pm Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

20

6:00pm All Church
Fellowship Night
Dinner

27

June 3

Thu

April 30

14

6:30pm Elder’s
Meeting

21

7:05pm Church
Men at Warbirds
Game

28

6:00pm LADIES
NIGHT OUT at
Jack’s

June 4

15

22

29

June 5

Sat

16

23

30

June 6



Our Church Family

Please notify the church office at (252) 237-4125 if someone’s
birthday needs to be added and/or if you have some news to
share.

In Our Prayers
Greg Hayes (Kathy Proctor’s brother); Inclusive Spirit Team; Sue
Newcomb; Mary Ann Ruffin; Joanne Shackleford; Bobby Sharp
(nephew of Anne Sharpe); Sarah Sharp (Anne Sharpe’s great-
May 4 May 17 nephew’s wife)
Sheldon Campbell  Sara Jones-Eatmon
May 6 May 18 Homebound
Nalan Logan _Cecilia Avery Martha Beland; Dalen Bottoms; Hazel Byers; Alice Davis; Nell
May 7 Kaitlyn Henglerson Griffin; Judy Harris; Wimpy Jefferson; JoJo Near; Anne Sharpe;
Julia Floars Alysun Skinner Kathleen Ujlaki; A.J. Walston.
May 8 May 24
Ricky Brown Ann Watson
Curtis Ray May 25 Condolences
Tricia Norris Emily Davis Our heartfelt prayers for the family of Sherry Brenner who
May 10 Etheridge-Hamre |passed away There will be a memorial service at First Christian
Hadie Horne May 27 Church at 1:00pm on Saturday, May 16.
May 12 Mary Ann Ruffin
Betsy Brewer May 30
May 15 Katie Jo
Kat:/}’ Werline Etheridge-Hamre Compassion and Service Team
ay 16 May 31 ) i ]
Christina Terdik Graci Brown The Compa'ssmn and Service Team will meet on Sunday, May 17
Amy Watson at 3:00pm in the Parlor
LADIES NIGHT OUT MENS NIGHT OUT

The Ladies of the church are invited to LADIES NIGHT
OUT at Jack’s on Thursday, May 28 at 6:00pm.

The Men of the church are invited to MENS NIGHT
OUT on Thursday, May 21, at 7:05pm for the Wilson
Warbirds baseball game. Tickets are $21.00 which
includes drink, hotdog and ice cream.

3rd

Worship Tish Scott

Elder Theresa Mathis

Worship Service Participants for May

10th

Wendy Wingrove

Patsy Ferrell

17th 24th 31st

Todd Brame Betsy Brewer Tish Scott

Charles Cauley Kathy Daughety Todd Brame

Leader

Deacon #4 #1 #2 #3 #4

Team Barbara Brinson Andrew Whitley EJ Proctor April Henderson Barbara Brinson
Libby Daniell Robbie Boyette Mary Lindsay Mount Josh Near Libby Daniell
Shannon Jones-Eatmon Mandy Harris-Howell Norma Faye Etheridge Paul Brewer Shannon Jones-Eatmon

Kristin Lamond
Gilda Cauley

Stewards Tish Scott
Adrienne Johnston

Tim Sharp
George Mount

Jeannette Etheridge

LuAnn Wooten Andrew Childers Kristin Lamond

Christy Proctor

Andrew Whitley
Glenn Etheridge

Jo Ann Brewer-Bass
Patsy Ferrell

Ethan Boyette
Cindy Boring

Elder on Call for the Month of May is Wendy Wingrove




